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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


To His Bxcellency, Edward F. Dunne, Governor of the State of Illinois: 
In accordance with the provisions of the law, the Game and Fish 
Commission has the honor to present herewith its report, covering the 
operations of, the department for the fiscal vear 1915-16. 
C. J. Dirrmar, President. 
Henry V. MEETEREN, Commissioner. 
J. I. BLACKMAN, Commissioner. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 


Proceedings under the rule that the proper functions of public 
officials is the service of the people, the Game and Fish Department has 
maintained the unvarying policy of serving as many people as possible 
who came within the scope of the department’s activities. Adhering 
closely to your demand for economy and efficiency in official work, the 
department has developed a State wide organization that is producing 
practical results at a comparatively small cost. 

All people on the pay roll of the Game and Fish Department are 
actively engaged in the performance of the special duties to which they 
have been assigned, and the work is so organized that it is possible to tell 
from day to day just what is being done in every branch of the depart- 
ment. 

The State is divided into seven game districts, each of which is pre- 
sided over by a district warden. The deputy w ardens, working under 
the direction of the district wardens, receive their instructions from 
time to time and report daily either in person or by postal card, showing 
in a brief way the territory covered, the character of work done, and the 
plan of work contemplated for the following day. 

By this method a daily record is made of the work done by all the 
deputy wardens in the department. These records made in each of the 
districts are on file in the offices of the several wardens and may be seen 
at any time by any one authorized to inspect them. 

ixcept for a few special deputy wardens, appointed by Ne 
of law during the busy seasons, all the wardens and deputy wardens are 
Civil Service appointees. Under the system of organization and opera- 
tion the Civil Service Commission may know at any time just what 
service the wardens are rendering the State. 

Under the present method of organization violations of the game 
and fish laws have been greatly reduced below that of previous years, 
when a well organized, working system was not in force. Protection awe 
has been given our upland game birds and water fowl during the past 
three years is almost entirely responsible for the increase of game birds 
at this time noticeable throughout the State. 

In addition to protecting the game birds and game animals of the 
Bee, the department has paid a oreat deal of attention to the nongame 
birds. Wholesale destruction of song birds and insectivorous birds of 
all aie is no longer possible in the State. Because of the protection 
afforded this class of birds they are more numerous at this time than 
they have been for many years. 

The plan of propagation of g game and nongame birds, through the 
medium of game reservations is proving a most ‘economical and effective 
means of maintaining the supply, and when the plan is fully developed 
so that practically each county will have its bird reservation, a notice- 
able increase in all kinds of birds may be expected. 
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For a number of years various states have tried to increase the 
bird product through the medium of game farms, where it was hoped 
birds could be bred in large quantities and distributed over the State. 
Wherever this method has been tried it has been found to be very expen- 
sive without being effective. Illinois tried the game farm plan, and 
while as good results were had as in any other state, it was found the 
results did not warrant the cost. With less money than it costs to 
maintain a game farm, one hundred reservations may be maintained in 
different parts of the State; and the output from these reservations will 
exceed the product of a game farm. The plan originated and put in 
operation in Illiois is being copied by other states. The indications 
are at present that the Illinois system of bird reservations will come into 
general use throughout the country. 

teliable reports received from every county in the State indicate 
that there will be more game birds in Illinois this year than there have 
been for a number of years. We have been able to eet a reasonably good 
estimate of the condition of birds in the State because of our organiza- 
tion, which covers all parts of the State. Our deputy wardens are 
required to note from time to time the conditions of game in the terri- 
tory they cover, and to report conditions as they find them to the dis- 
trict warden, who in turn makes a report to the commission. In this 
way we get a reliable report from every county in the State. From 
these reports we find there has been a marked increase in quail in all 
those counties of the State where there is sufficient cover for these birds. 
The law regulating the killing of quail has been rigidly enforeed, with 
most gratifving results. 

The fisheries branch of the department has been materially de- 
veloped during the past year, although there is much work under con- 
templation that it is impossible to complete, owing to the small appro- 
priation made for this character of work. 

At Spring Grove there was built last fall a two acre rearing pond 
for black bass. This pond is so built that a good portion of it is 
shallow, furnishing an abundance of food for young fish. There is 
sufficient deep water for winter protection. 

The fry are put into this pond from the large breeding pond soon 
after they are hatched, and part of them are taken out in the fall when 
they are large fingerlings. The rest are for distribution in the spring 
as yearlings. 

For the most part artificially hatched fish of all kinds are distributed 
in the fry stage. This’ is unsatisfactory as a very large proportion of 
these are either destroved by other fish or die from natural causes before 
they adjust themselves to their new surroundings. Fingerlings above 
three months old are better able to take care of themselves when they 
are placed in water new to ee Better still for distribution are 
yearling fish. At that age bass, for example, are quite independent and 
are able to dodge their enemies. 

These facts are well known to the fish culturists of the Federal 
Government and the various states. But they have not made provisions 
for taking care of fry until they are able to better care for themselves 
in strange waters. 
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Fortunately the Spring Grove bass plant is of such a nature that 
rearing ponds, bountifully supphed with fry and fingerling food can 
be maintained. 

In the Spring Grove rearing pond there are at this time 50,000 
fingerlings, grown from the fry stage. Some of these may be ‘dis- 
tributed in the fall; the balance will go out as yearlings in the late 
spring. 

For the current season there has been hatched and distributed from 
the Spring Grove hatchery about 7,000,000 pike pereh, 1,000,000 large- 
mouthed. black bass fry, fingerlings, yearlings and a Ene 
and several thousand rainbow and brook trout. This does not express 
the full capacity of the plant, which is still in a state of development. 
When such further improvements have been made as are planned the 
output will be greatly increased. ; 

The problem of distribution of fish from a hatchery is everywhere 
an item of large expense, because hatcheries in the first instance are 
located with reference to the quantity and quality of the water supply. 
Other conditions, apart from distributing facilities must be taken into 
account. Fortunately, your commission was able to locate a hatchery 
where all conditions were favorable to the hatching and rearing of fish, 
and in addition, where an economical distribution was assured. 

The Spring Grove hatchery is within a quarter of a mile of the 
railroad station and four miles from the Fox Lake region. Our fish are 
largely shipped by rail to Fox Lake, where they are taken by the game 
wardens and distributed from their launches. Those waters of this 
region that are not reached by the wardens with their boats are stocked 
with shipments made by train. 

In Lake County alone there are fifty-two good fish lakes that are 
taken care of at small cost by the 8 spring Grove hatchery. 

In McHenry County, w here the hatchery is located, there are a large 
number of good black bass and pike perch lakes. The fish for stocking 
these waters are for the most part taken from the hatchery by men inter- 
ested in the fish waters of their respective localities. 

From the appropriation made for developing our fisheries plants, 
a sufficient sum was taken to build a retaining station at Savanna, where 
the fish taken from the back waters of the Mississippi River may be 
held for distribution. This is a most important point and furnishes a 
great number of good fish for the waters of the northwestern part of the 
State. 

An appropriation’ was made by the last Legislature for a suitable 
fish ear, to be used in distributing fish throughout the State. The car 
has been in commission all summer, but the greater part of the work of 
distribution by car will be made during the late summer and fall, 

The car is used largely for distributing rescued fish from the 
Havana station on the Illinois River and the Savanna station on the 
Mississippi River. At each of these places suitable retaining tanks have 
been built and such other equipment has been provided, necessary for 
taking and distributing fish. 

From the Savanna station millions of fish. rescued from land- 
locked lakes and sloughs, are chiefly distributed throughout the north- 
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western part of the State. The southern and middle sections of the 
State are supplied from the rescued fish taken along the Illinois River 
and held at the Havana retaining station. 

The work of rescuing the fish from these back waters is done by 
the warden branch of the service. Some work is done in the early sum- 
mer when the water recedes. In favorable seasons the work may be 
continued until well into the fall. 

In some states a special appropriation is made for rescue work. But 
owing to the Illinois plan of organization this work can be done by the 
warden force at such times as the wardens are not otherwise busily 
engaged. 

More than a year ago this commission took up with you the ques- 
tion of promoting a fish hatchery and public aquarium on the lake front 
at Chicago. In accordance with your directions the commission put in 
operation a plan for bringing about the desired results. The aquarium 
would properly come within the jurisdiction of the park commission. 
All this commission could do was to promote an interest in the subject, 
znd by such means as were proper, use the prestige of the department 
to further the project. After consider cable publicity had been given the 
matter by this department a meeting was called by the Aquarium 
Society of Chicago, at which many prominent men and women inter- 
ested in the subject were present. At the time of this meeting an 
aquarium exhibit was going on in Chicago. ‘To this exhibit the depart- 
ment made a showing of the native fishes of Illinois. The exhibit was so 
well patronized that it was apparent the people of Chicago favored a 
permanent exhibit of this kind. At the meeting already referred to, a 
committee was appointed to take charge of the matter. Since that time 
a favorable report has been made, indicating that a number of public 
spirited citizens of Chicago would build the aquarium and turn it over 
to the South Park Commission. There is no doubt at this time but 
what a splendid aquarium will be located in Grant Park in the near 
future. 

So far as this department is concerned, a public aquarium is of 
course outside its jurisdiction, but the department, nevertheless has an 
interest in such an exhibit. For one thing it tends to acquaint the 
public with the character of our native fishes, and moreover, it arouses 
a general interest in fish and the important relation they bear to the 
question of the food supply of the State. 

Should a good public aquarium be built and maintained by the park 
“commission, this department would feel in duty bound to give its hearty 
cooperation, to the end that the aquarium would always be well stocked 
with the native fishes under our control. 

This commission is more vitally interested in a fish hatchery, to be 
erected close to the aquarium and operated so that it will be a public 
attraction as well as a utility plant. Such a hatchery will greatly in- 
crease the value of the aquarium in that it will of itself attract many 
people interested in fish and fish culture, who will at the same time 
visit the aquarium. Besides, a fish hatchery operated in connection with 
an aquarium will serve the aquarium in a great many ways, and at the 
same time reap some benefits itself. 
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The fish hatchery located at Spring Grove will be well able to take 
care of the lakes and streams north of Chicago. For the waters of the 
middle section of the State a new hatchery is needed. hatchery 
located in Grant Park, Chicago, could be made to supply fish for Lake 
Michigan, the Kankakee River and other nearby waters. A small- 
mouthed bass plant is particularly needed at such a convenient distribut- 
ing point as Chicago. The bass ponds at Spring Grove are used for 
hatching large-mouthed black bass. These are distinctly a lake fish. 
But for rivers and large creeks, it is necessary to breed small-mouthed 
black bass. With a hatchery, small-mouthed bass ponds and an aquarium 
all on one tract, Illinois would have one of the most complete and 
attractive fish exhibits in the country. 

With some degree of caution the department has initiated and 
maintained the policy of stocking an ate as well as public waters. There 
is of course the narrow view that public products should not be diverted 
to private interests. From this point of view it would only be proper 
to stock with fish bred by the State, such waters as are known as public 
waters. Under such a construction of its full duties, the commission 
would see thousands of acres of good fish waters going to waste. 

Taking the broader view of the matter the commission has felt that 
every acre of water in the State that could be made to yield a good food 
product, added just so much more to the food supply of the State. More- 
over, by getting a few people in the way of putting to good use the waste 
waters on their property, others would be encouraged to give to their 
unproductive waters a value which would go some way in affecting the 
high cost of living. 

Those private lakes that have been stocked with good fish will not 
need restocking as the natural increase will keep up the necessary supply. 

There are thousands of acres of good fish waters in the State under 
private ownership. ~The commission is sure that when put to practical 
use these waters will directly benefit a great many people, and incident- 
ally benefit all the people of the State. 

Bearing in mind your oft repeated desire to have this department 
do what it could to increase the food supply of the State, the commis- 
sion deemed it wise to ask the Legislature to make among ‘other amend- 
ments to the law, one regulating the killing of rabbits. Heretofore there 
has been no provision in the law prohibiting the killing of rabbits at any 
time. The Legislature having made the required amendement to our 
game and fish laws, the rabbits have had a better chance to multiply. 
From every section ‘of the State we are in receipt of reliable reports to 
the effect that a great increase of rabbits is noticeable. 

Rabbits are very prolific when they are not molested. In [llinois 
they thrive and are sufficiently numerous to be sold on the market at a 
reasonable price. They are in a word, good, cheap food and should 
have a reasonable degree of protection. 

The financial receipts of the department fell short of the amount 
anticipated owing to the prevalence of the foot and mouth disease in 
many parts of the State last fall. In the localities where the discase 
existed there was a general quarantine, that applied not only to the 
farms where the affected cattle were held, but to much of the nearby 
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territory. In some instances hunting was forbidden in entire town- 
ships and counties. 

Not being able to hunt in the large area of territory under quaran- 
tine, hunters found it useless to take out licenses. The result was, as 
already indicated, our cash receipts were much less than they would 
have been under normal conditions. 

The outlook for the year 1916-17 is decidedly promising. The 
demand for fishing and clamming licenses is by far ereater than ever at 
this season of the year. A large number of hunting licenses have already 
been sent out and requests from many clerks asking for a second supply 
indicate that the sale of licenses will be greater this year than ever before. 

A careful examination of the department’s financial statement sub- 
mitted herewith will disclose the fact that many expenditures which 
might appear at a glance to be mere maintenance expense, were made for 
improvements which are permanent and really stand as an asset. 

In this connection it may be said that the commission has had 
constantly in view the necessity for constructive work, calculated to make 
of the department an economical and effective machine. 

Subjoined will be found the individual reports of the heads of the 
various branches of the department. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GAME AND Fist COMMISSION, 
God Dirtm AR, resident: 
Henry V. MEETEREN, Commissioner. 
J. I. BLAcKMAN, Commissioner. 
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REPORT OF STATE FISH CULTURIST. 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 


During the St year the fisheries branch of the department has 
been dey eloped as far as it has been possible to do so with the limited 
appropriation for that character of work. There was appropriated for 
improvements and maintenance $6,000 to be used in two years. Out 
of this sum, a two-acre rearing pond for black bass has been built, four 
cement trout ponds have been constructed, two wells have been dug for 
supplying the hatchery and trout ponds, shrubbery has been planted, 
grading done at the hatchery and miscellaneous improvements made. 
All this woik has been done at the Spring Grove plant, which stands as 
a State asset. Out of this appropriation $2,000 was set aside for the 
building of a retaining station at Savanna. Besides, there has been an 
addition made to the e juipment. There is still much work to be done 
in the way of auenen this plant. As much of this as it is possible 
to do with what is left of the appropriation will be done this vear. 

At this time we have an investment in the Spring Grove fisheries 
plant of about $16,000. From this comparatively small investment we 
are producing as many fish as the average fisheries plant that cost twice 
the sum. Our black bass product exceeds that of any other bass ponds 
in the country. Moreover, [linois is the only State in the Union that 
is able to send out black bass fingerlings and yearlings in any consid- 
erable numbers. ‘his is so because provisions have been made to hold 
fry in rearing ponds until they reach the fingerling and yearling stage. 
One rearing pond of two acres, especially constructed for rearing black 
bass, is so built that an abundance of natural food is supplied in the 
shallow water while there is a deep part in the pond where fish can 
find a good winter home. 

One important feature of this pond is the trap construction. This 
is so arranged that the fish may all be drawn into a cement trap by 
merely lowering the pond. From this tr ap they may be taken for ship- 
ment with a dip net, thus avoiding the expensive and unsatisfactory 
method of seining. 

Into this pond were deposited at hatching time fifty thousand fr 
from the large breeding pond. Some of these fish may be taken out this 
fall as fingerlings; the rest may be shipped in the spring as yearlings. 

Our pike perch hatch in the spring was not as satisfactory as we had 
hoped it would be. We were unable to catch any of our own fish for 
spawning, owing to the fact that our pike perch waters had been set 
aside as a fish preserve, and seine fishing prohibited for the season. We 
were compelled therefore to rely upon the Federal Bureau of Fisheries 
for our supply of pike perch eggs. The eggs received were for the most 
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Interior of Spring Grove fish hatchery, 
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pait unfertile, so that our hatch amounted to about 7,000,000. Next 
vear we will be able to draw upon our own waters for a good supply 
of spawn, which in addition to what we may get elsewhere should make 
it possible for us to turn out a big supply for all of our pike perch 
waters. 

Our water supply arrangements for the hatchery are not yet per- 
fected in accordance with the original plan. At present we are taking 
water from two springs. Ordinarily this water is very good for hatching, 
but in a cold spring the temper ature is too low. When the upper pond, 
into which this water may fiow is completed, it will be possible to vary 
the water temperature by taking some water from the pond. When our 
peach gree are completed we will have ideal water conditions for 
ha iching either pike perch or trout. 

Our ea perch hatch was distributed largely in the waters of Lake 
and Mecilenry Counties, that are peculiarly suited to this fish. A good 
consignment was sent to the Kankakee River. Next spring 1t is lkely 
that we will be able to stock well, these same waters, and in addition 
take care of many other streams in the State suited to this variety of 
fish. 

Our black bass distribution covered all the lakes in the northern 
part of the State, the Chicago Park waters and many private lakes. 

Our bass ponds aie used for the breeding of large-mouthed black 
bass, which are a lake fish. We have many liv ely streams in the State 
suited to the small-mouthed black bass. But up to the present time no 
effort has been made to hatch this variety of fish. Ponds for the exclu- 
sive use of small-mouthed bass breeding are much needed, and it is to 
be hoped that the next Legislature will realize this fact and make pro- 
vision for the breeding of this important variety of our game fishes. 

Already the commission has made some effort toward promoting a 
fish hatchery on the lake front at Chicago, which will take care of the 
small-mouthed black bass problem, in connection with hatching fish for ~ 
Lake Michigan and other waters near Chicago. The plan as presented 
by the commission is to have the lake front | ratchery operated in con- 
nection with a park aquarium. ‘The need of such a hatchery is obvious 
and cannot be too strongly recommended by the commission if the State 
of Illinois is to take its rightful place among the fish breeding states of 
the country. 

We are now in our third season of pike perch and black bass culture. 
An investigation of the waters already stocked shows that there are more 
young, thriving fish of .these varieties than has been known for many 
years. The first fish distributed are now two years old, and they are 
to be found in great abundance in the waters stocked. The black bass 
distributed, which are now two vears old, are found in considerable num- 
bers in practically all of the lakes stocked. These fish are now about 
ten inches long. Next vear they will be large enough to catch. The year 
following there will no doubt be a still greater number, and in fact for 
the following years black bass should be abundant in our northern lakes, 
more especially if the present liberal svstem of stocking is continued. 

In accordance with your directions an experimental pike perch 
hatchery was established in the Bowen high school, and operated by Miss 
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Helen Loomis, the Zoology teacher of that school, for the benefit of the 
Zoology class. ‘The experiment was an unqualified success, affording the 
pupils and other Chicago teachers of Zoology an opportunity to come in 
intimate touch with the subject of fish culture. The eggs furnished by 
this bureau were hatched in about two weeks, and the fry was deposited 
in Wolf Lake by the teacher and her pupils. There was hatched at this 
little hatchery approximately 100,000 fry. The cost of the work to the 
State was twenty-five cents. The educational value to the pupils would 
be difficult to estimate. The teacher and her pupils expressed them- 
selves as being very grateful to the department for giving them an 
opportunity to come in daily intimate contact with such an interesting 
experiment. 

During the past winter we were able to hatch some brook trout and 
rainbow trout at the Spring Grove hatchery. The brook trout did well, 
but the rainbow trout, a hardier fish, did not thrive, owing no doubt to 
our trout water conditions which have not been altogether satisfactory. 
Last year when we built our trout ponds we were pressed for time, and 
had an insufficient amount of money to complete our work properly. 
Surface water reached our source of supply during rainy weather, and 
had a tendency to foul our ponds. This year we opened a new spring 
which is now furnishing good water, with the result that our brook and 
rainbow trout both large and small are doing remarkably well. 

As the commission well understands, there is comparatively little 
trout water in the State, but what little there is the department is now 
able to care for in a substantial way. 

Our trout ponds at Spring Grove it is hoped will serve a further 
purpose than that of furnishing young fish for the public trout streams 
of the State. ‘They should prove instructive to farmers and other land 
owners of the State who have springs on their property which may be 
used for the establishment of private trout ponds. With a little help 
and encouragement from the commission these waste waters may be put 
to profitable use. The department as I am advised stands ready to ren- 
der such aid as may be peewee to promote an interest in private trout 
culture. The expert service of the fisheries bureau is at the disposal of 
those who may need such service. 

As soon as the summer bass work is out of the way the Spring Grove 
hatchery. will be put in shape for hatching lake trout during the winter. 
Tt is planned to secure from one hundred to one hundred and fifty quarts 
of eges off Waukegan, in Lake Michigan. These eggs will be taken in 
early November, hatched, and the fry “planted on the spawning grounds 
in Lake Michigan. 

The lake trout hatching will be carried on at the same time that rain- 
bow and brook trout will be hatching. An effort will be made to secure a 
good consignment of white fish, to be hatched during the winter. The 
fry will be planted in Lake Michigan. 

As we have no white fish spawning grounds off our shore, we will 
have to rely upon outside assistance for spawn. It is hoped that we will 
be able to get several million eggs from the Federal Bureau of Fisheries. 

The work of rescuing fish from the overflowed lands along our large 
streams is done by the warden service of the department and distributed 


by the State fish ear. 
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Reports of this branch of fisheries work will be 


found in the reports of the wardens in whose territory this work has 


been done. 


The distribution of fish hatched at the Sprmg Grove Hatchery 


follows: 


DISTRIBUTION OF PIKE PERCH (WALL-EYED PIKE) FROM SPRING GROVE. 


Date. Where planted. City. County. Applicant. Fry. 
1916 
VEO SI TO Raa Ge aac. se aes IEC O eile Caerererea rere 8 ee raaarecetes ES @) a ah eee eee 50, 000 
IVER Vinee at eS GE EC IARC! ac cjccaucls stares oiline LO «acces "clre ols Oese.« OO: nee Be stilling. coer. 50,000 
IV eS EOM Oak OC. cc gcie x cies cce Long Daiki@wenner SCORE tos Thos. Graham...... 50, 000 
Max 29) W olf ake 4....<...5. @MiCas Ones eee. COOKS Bowen High School. 100, 000 
May 29:'Grays Lake ............. Grays Lake..... Takes s.r IDG dis LDNARG ENG aro G60 5 300, 000 
Nii 29) Lone Takers i vec cue. Long Lake...... CLOW eee eer Thos. Graham...... 400, 000 
May 29\ Long Gake............. OOS eee a Oley sei: Ge Rosine weenie 100, 000 
IVES COVE OX ORTV CL ete dete atcee-nrais McHenry be eect NG McHenry SES VCS seeeyatncchinie: 100, 000 
Mai SOLE x! ea RES. feeb aseice ne Moxa la eve ere oe Wake staacs ey Q@rimlaice corer eee 100, 000 
May 30!Grass Lake............ SOAS She heer AR 6 Olinger po ore J2@ Conners eanros 100,000 
IVER Van OU eget collie is tracts Sietedre vcs Richmond ie ras ee GOeRe ae H. A. Wetengall.... 100, 000 
May 30i\Hainey’s Lake......... Spring Grover qa le-GOsace este J ELAN Rae oats 100, 000 
May 30,Grass Lake............ COR Sainte nr OOietmioe watts Galbrauich tna 100, 000 
June 1j)Sand, Deep and Crooked 
BE HEGSCISR = soi ee Wakewvalliamerees is. COs een: IPA VEAE Ooch otc fede 500, 000 
Ome NOR IVER eS: sociadeciserwe AMMAN OUURE , Sane McHenry....|A. Pepping.......... 500, 000 
June 1/Pistakee Lake......... Ox Lailk@atmeares .CLOVa a eitaeaic sre 1855 pond uhihayer he A Gaon 150,000 
June 1/Pistakee Bay.......... IVEGEL GUE Vans excite Sol Omioternciscaverore EGLO in SOA a ae Ae 100, 000 
June 1|/Kankakee River ...... Kankakee....... Kankakee ; H. Kk. Wheeler...... 500, 000 
June 1|/Kankakee River ...... Lvalraanakeienaw ohaa|(WWOUl. gaan anon Hon. M. Hennebry.. 500, 000 
wune 2 Dutch Creeks... cues JOMMS PUTS se se McHenry ....|A. Pepping....4...-. 100, 000 
June 5|Nippersink Lake...... Boxe Wakes ane at Waa Caaas Sater 1, (neabetehal sa cank soec 500, 000 
June 6|Lake Marie............ Nelo erie, arena OO eee ECO RR ie e ae 500, 000 
June 6/Slocum Lake.......... McHenry Ree McHenry. ie E. SETA Vie Senmictercineic 500, 000 
June 8|Griswold Lake........ AACS MaeIG Coe eee EX 6 eyecare te cums COM a ete ae ees 500, 000 
June loiCrystal Lake ....:....: 10 Oye sarin eee CAO Onin actd Pe Blockiwes oo 500, 000 
June 10;Nippersink Creek..... Spring Grove BA(0 OS are Pn ae CHES GeO EOC canes 200, 000 
PURGH AED a Peme ea etc eaee ame ye Pa ces ole zeus ol cueiore evee lo.o orl sicke \hensvanets idsdie aell live: ctavelates Slav oitsh eGatateael sis ieueiens 6, 700, 000 
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DISTRIBUTION OF BLACK BASS FROM THE SPRING GROVE PONDS. 


Ad- Year- 
Date. Where planted. City. County. Applicant. vanced lings. Adults. 
fry. 
1915 

July Crys talmiake armnmeins ashes eee McHenry..|Fred Blocki..... 25, OOO aosee cere 
July 1|Piscasau Creek bar valGsee meee SOO Mees J.H. Vickers 25, OOO iets avote| optenentatete 
July 3)Grays Lake........ Grays Lake...|Lake...... E. J. Druce...... 30; 0005 oo 52 eine Waeeiteets 
UL Lvae S| One aie aes tate Ones Walk Cee. |bsOO nena Tho. Graham....| 20,000 1; DOOR cane 
July 3)Round Lake........ ELA INES Vall Cea) GO seciteiee J. Wi. Rennehan:1— 20,000) erraeee| | een 
July 5)/Bucholz Lake...... idbaalayovgsiha. con Dupage: .4| An bUCHOIZ.. ae heeee ene GOO). ae ere 
Aug. 5/Butterfield Creek..|/Homewood COCK nae J, M. Burdette =|...) -e.: 1500016 eae 

Aug. 16|Delivered at Spring 

TOV GM seccle dace soaiiakiew Sie oats ite cile aes awa barsett ee Federal Govern- 

Ment chia manera S000 erarh eae 
Aug. 16|Fish Lake.... 24..2-; Ingleside...... iakeee ee a We AN AKelaVeIEKONIG)| pyc ancu 1 000) teeae ne 
Sept. 17;/Kankakee River ...|Wilmington.../Will....... M. F.. Hennebry.|........ 000 errnonreets 
Sept. 29}Kankakee River...|Kankakee..... Kankakee.|H. H. Wheeler..|........ 1, OOO eee 
Oct. 4) Bangs Lake....4.., Wauconda ....|Lake...... AS IOCrwitss..cccaltacein ate ODA Sic Bocca 
Oct 4|Kox Rivera. ae AIS ONGULN tance learn treet To aUIS LUT Cccp inert OOS ererer 
ere 4|Duteh Creek ....... TOMS DUS ery emiee eeeiee AS-Pepine. ary sawisametee 1000S Raeee 
JUNCw OWAG Wari ieee ere CHicdsO.....0) Coole RothschildiCosssieeseecs 100 50 
June 18)Pecks Lake........ FVONO OUtaeee eae Wales. oo. Ge Pecks. tson ooo DOO) Samerenine 
June 18|Pistakee Bay....... IMGEenRys re McHenry../B. Stilling....... 50,000) 25 a sheets: eeete 
June 25/Grass Lake......... Hoxiaake ean. Lakewecne. Cole VAG Varies: eae 500] eee eee 
June 25/Catherine Lake BERG Srrae ate ne trellis GOveenens Je CO la Keema 20, 000 1, 000 /Reromee 
June 25|Wauconda.......... Wauconda jean eal Ona PN ARGH AAU DO Geb en 10, 000 250) esas 
June 26|Nippersink Lake...|/Fox Lake...... MOO os cer Roe eee ceo ee 50, 000) ieee See eee 
JUNC 25| eee oe, eee Richmonds... McHenr y..|Wetengel........ 15. 000 100) weeteee 
June 25|Loon Lake...:...... lake Willa. s|5ake Ss cas lee rerecae oss iercerne lectins DOU eee 
June 25|Mox Lake........... ox ialee yates el": ca tens esis) toverate ccdiereierarsitcet reer hail casera HOO hae srs 
June 27|Petite Lake........ ei OUR eerie, eh Niecy Balla re oleracea uc Sic o eiceeeeae aici ie 50; OOO}. ccs overs eerie 
June 28|/Long Lake.......... Long Lake CO stam eotelene Tho. Graham.. 25, 000 51010) eons ree 
UNE 28 MON Sy Walker eee sO meen ene SOO ais weirs Geo. Rosing..... 25; OOO og. chia tee oe re 
June 28/Slocum Lake....... Matieccy mete McHenry.. Eid. Hayes ...... 50, 000 L000 See 
June 28/Griswold Lake...... LOO RAS reat ale COM ee meee lia me osteo erert ie teers P2598 0,0,0) beep udical Lobo door 
June 28llily Lake:.........\. SAO sa bee binacieal es GOW Geo. Wagner:.«..: | 25, OOO\imiem ere eulernienrre 
June 28/Crystal Lake.......|. sts autcona elerere tes ae (eke pa Sith caer IBM wh ccanee 35, 000 1000 eect 
June 29|Pistakee Lake...... Mox Wakes.csa Tui KG ais oe viltaie oratonertete cos teers 50,000\% bremsertei tener eee 
June sO Hox daake.cse.ucn CLO imeceet Ga eteee MAO taciahapere clio teta oe eee nre Oe eer ete 50,000) )<:2. Satna Neen nate 
June 30|Nippersink Creek.. Spring Grove.. McHenry aa leprae Baldor Goran PSU, dhincallcus ones 
625 000 22,050 50 


DISTRIBUTION OF RAINBOW AND BROOK TROUT FROM SPRING GROVE PONDS. 


: ; i - Year- 
Date. | Where planted. City. County. Applicant. sie ieee 
{ 
1915 
Nov. 5/Spring Brook..... MCGHENTY .24.0. McHenry....|Ed. Hayes...2..... 100% ace ee 
1916 
MAys oO; CrviStalls ba Keumnreie CO mete ayseriere ee lo to arnah Goat FY BIOCKIiLe 25. nen (oe eee 100 
May 30)Spring Brook...-. Wilmington..... WV aeeceaccs M; Henne bry .aee- olsen ote 100 
June 9j)Aquarium......... GINGA OO eer Cooks... Rothchild Cosa. «. 200 20 
AG) 6s Ren SERN ttn ern eM e e AA Spocr BSR jt al lea A Ant) ce der ce 300 220 
DISTRIBUTION OF BLUEGILLS FROM SPRING GROVE PONDS. 
; Finger- 
Date. Where planted. City. County. lings. 
| 
1916 
JUNE INTO PerSInike@ ree ke see anen ae ee en Spring Grove..... McHentya. erent 200, 000 
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DISTRIBUTION BY FISH CAR. 


The State fish car went into commission on March 23, aking the 
first load of fish from Havana retaining station to the Springfield public 
parks. Further distributions were made up to June 20, after which time 
the car was laid up for the summer months. In September the car will 
again take up the work of distributing fish from the Havana station, 
the Savanna station and the Spring Grove hatching plant. Most of the 
work to be done by the fish car will be distributing fish rescued from 
the back waters of the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers. This work will 
be continued until late in the fall. 

Following is the report of the fish car captain, Henry C. Allen, 
covering the spring and early summer distribution: 

+ March 23. Shipment from Havana to Springfield public parks—12,000 
black bass. 

March 28. Shipment from Havana to Spring Grove—500 adult black 
bass; 100 buffalo fish. 

March 30. Shipment from Havana to Litchfield, Mount Olive, Alhambra, 
Edwardsville, Glen Carbon, East St. Louis and Eagle Park—12,000 fish. 

April 21. Shipment from Meredosia to Havana—50,000 fingerlings, 95 
per: cent carp. : 

April 24. Shipment from Meredosia to Havana—50,000 fingerlings, 95 
per cent carp. : 

April 26. Shipment from Meredosia to Beardstown—57,600 fingerlings, 
95 per cent carp. 

April 28. Shipment from Meredosia to Beardstown—60,000 fingerlings, 
95 per cent carp. 

May 1. Shipment from Meredosia to Pekin—70,000 fingerlings, 95 per 
cent carp. 

May 4. Shipment from Meredosia to Peoria—80,000 fingerlings, 95 per 
cent carp. 

June 9. Shipment from Havana to O’Fallon, Lebanon, Trenton, Salem, 
Xenia, Flora, Noble and Lawrenceville—3,000 adult black bass, crappies, cat- 
fish, bluegills and ring perch. 

June 14. Shipment from Havana to Belleville, Freeburg, Coulterville, 
Pinckneyville, Cobden, Jonesboro, Anna—-26,000 adult black bass, bluegills, 
crappie, catfish, ring perch and sunfish. 

June 20. Shipment from Havana to Lincoln, Bloomington, Wilmington, 
Joliet and Willow Springs—2,700 adult black bass, crappies, bluegills, catfish, 
ring perch and sunfish. 


PROPERTY VALUES, FISHERIES BUREAU. 


Spring Grove— 


Petcnery DMILGIng aid. SUDDLY .DipG.).etec ee ce ta. 3. $6,000 00 
SOLUTE PAT Oy Wt stan sce Saye oe ROR OT 1 Oe a fg Ss 90 00 
ee PORES CLA T Ccre a as share. Seah els, feats «tee tete ena bes tak Ors, OF 2,836 00 
SMD OT CLS AUR sane etc kh Rector aPonk sae oD. oias Sn aewyeptoare one 4,000 00 
PMU eICC ION M ALOU POMGSL§ tapas o.. nemlc ae ete sraahy ely ce 500 00 
ele ADEN CIN UR Coy, 2 Me anaa mel Cpe” Seis S's ayehulanescatdois ° y svat 200 00 
PRUSeaeEppLY. Wells aNd DIP vcd Bed enews sels sole a een oe 500 00 
CSR OLUTLLITCAU si. sin akeis a aoe PM eae chvede eat caed eS Le 200 00 
Mery mee er entice CAT Tse ye ate Nie a a! Pac brie tea SUE gueeenora 25 00 
eR Le eee 0) aT, Seer ae! M c clem tr mee ats a eke eae 300 00 
PSR. CORSRAN SCR ESTE gis Rae RSS pale cee mn ame a ArROTR cariy Oviae arn 50 00 
Re RCI ET RGAE cos cns soa at esubiel se Bean sie bnn ve, Seen alee ears 300 00 
MIRTLE tree ede os erode ohcuciote idee are ace soe anaes, 3 00 
MEER SMG LOS ATI WLP Violen secbotie awe ol o'«'o aber sgete nue oho a ote 50 00 


Bete (CMT LS aed doe ar ae atc re one ately Dtevend er Six tenece are 8 af 80 00 
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PROPERTY VALUES, FISHERIES BUREAU—Concluded. 


Spring Grove—Concluded. 


One; stencils feiss Se ee ee oe ee ee 
ThTEer DAINTY Tl SH CRer ech ieee ah ee tea eer eeere ee ee 
PAreew Par tS. ooh els coke See ehecke sie becca eet irr mene 


HMifty Tish PCa Ws oe ea treet ee es $70 00 
LX PSNOVE Sistas onde aus tae ialelettcs Sie ealicee see a One meee 3 00 
TWO SCY thes een Fiish see dement cae eater me tone ier es 5 50 
Ole  Pake since eae Oe eee ee ee eee 50 
SIX TONS WILE: ona Ows aeusleccate 0 once eee ee 18 00 
One: Spirit level faa fe eee eed came ae ee aes 2 00 
On GA80U ATG? cee coe ean She ka lel ee ee ohe ee ee 1 00 
On@ ham Mera epee 3 costs 06 os con tohen ocds eee eee eee 1 25 
Onerautomatic screws Uriversn ce ath eee eee 1 45 
Brad Cand. bitin ce yee cae ee a eee oe a ee 2.19 
HIXTONSION: DIL” oes ae cere eee ate ee eee 1 25 
Two chang Says Secs bro eee ae onin ea ee eee 2 00 

9 

1 

1 

2 


Hea 


ee 


1,992 00 


2,000 00 


17,000 00 


$36,292 35 


One: jack] plane Sasttasc26 te eres oe he cee ae 00 
G3 1CC ee: Bac eter Rie pr Ua NMR OR a aay S NMR? fro kA Ss Ai 75 
One hatchet: aot ee ee ee, oar eae ee ea ee eee 125 
WO: OL CATIS Saittern stromans by cheat Gehring elie aeeeewer? 50 
LW OZOLE JAINDS taht rae Cie ieketh ce iene te See eae nee 1 00 
Lavo" Pail; rad Pere DOG ts ae ome oo eas oe eee 6 00 
OnNGsPailrqrubbErAbOGtS =. econ Oo circ ote ee eee 5 00 
Twos PDair wadin es spools: a. ceeoces ea ee es eee ae 24 00 
TT’ WOY ETDS ais cc oo ee eta ee gece Mate eee eens ne one een 2 50 
ONnEG“dra we Shave’ seni oe ene eee 1 25 
Oné pairsplierst sis Roe be ieee ele poe ee ee) 
One \PaAITelLinyhea;¢rs ss 25 fey eee ee ne 65 
One Meat -CGhoppence ke soa he eet ete ee 5 50 
Havana— 
Hater ys kien oi wes ae oe ee Se eee $1,500 00 
HQuipmente sd < so ral oe Sn ce oe ee cee Nee aan Sener 492 00 
Savanna— 
Retaining =Sta tic ni, ches cess cc ek SB eee ae eee ae ee ee 
PUTS ly iCal are en ake Sy ac eek ek ee Th Bmw saa ie Ae ace ae ee ee 
FISH IN PONDS. 
Adult=large-mouthed black. bass? 324... cn on ele cee ee 
Blaek .bassyearlines. 222). Via e tye che eae ey: he ee 
Black Pbass* ineerlines ok) skeen arse tele sca te ee ee ee 
Adultsrainbowtroutac. 45s oko ee ee hele eek ee eee 
Adult-Drook*trouts : 2a 228 Sir Re ee ca ee ee eee 
Brooks trott-Dneer Naess. SG Sei in «ccc ae Ginn ee aetna ee ee 


Respectfully submitted, 


1,200 
10,009 
30,000 

1,000 

200 

5,000 


C. B. WuHitrorp, State Fish Culturist. 


dquarters at Chicago. 
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REPORT OF THE DISTRICT WARDENS. 


REPORT OF FIRST DISTRICT WARDEN. 
T'o the Game and Fish Commission. 

The first district has an area of 7,317 square miles, lying in the 
northeastern corner of the State. It comprises ten counties and _ is 
patrolled by twelve deputy game and fish wardens with territories and 
headquarters assigned as follows: 


Name of deputy. Territories. ' Headquarters. 
Has We BOWE .iccloe ee. Kendall and Kane Counties........ Aurora. 
Vincent Buszkiewicz...... Dupage and Will Counties......... Lemont. 
Prone in lati cicd. ok ee. Hake, COUnt yous ete treo kee eee eae Fox Lake. 
George A, Hahn... vs. 5... Calumet Waker g wit aa me hasan eeu Chicago. 
[opie Ler tees ally ae ens eae Kankakee and Iroquois Counties...Ashkum. 
Hawardsla Hayes. in. es Merrenry: County. 0 on se eee ’..McHenry. 
JOUR SM OMith soo 24853 22 Ys Cpok  Countyreh ss. Garces Een ate, Chicago. 
PRCA OICOL ois Sk ks LIA Kes OUL LY) oan Cat te ene ne eG Waukegan. 
Orase lt ateQuirk. 2.05.24); WOOkECOUNLVA Ga. Seema eee tere Chicago. 
Chiten Be -Cro-ner Grundy and Will Counties........; Morris. 

BST ESN TES GS) 08 1 ee es a ee Boal Wockseand Depots. tren wel Chicago. 
Aa om ICO Ven © or hy tone Boat Docks ands Depots... 2455. Chicago. 


Hach deputy is required to devote his entire time to the department. 
reporting daily to the district warden, the territory covered and the 
nature and amount of work performed. 

It has been the aim of the district warden that the entire district 
be well patrolled, but on account of not having a large enough force of 
deputies, it has been necessary that they be assigned to the places where 
the game and fish are more plentiful, and where violations are most 
likely to oceur. Chicago alone, in this district, could well occupy the 
time and attention of the entire force of deputies. There are about 25 
receiving points for commercial shipments of game and fish, and two 
deputies devote their entire time to looking after these shipments. After 
two years of persistent effort, illegal shipments have been greatly reduced 
and very few illegal fish now reach the wholesale markets. Contraband 
shipments, on being detected, are confiscated and sent to the charitable 
institutions in and around Chicago. 

The gill and dip net fishing in Lake Michigan requires a great deal 
of attention from the deputies who are assigned to Cook County during 
the fishing season. When it will be remembered that there is about 
sixty miles of Lake Michigan shore in this district, it will be easy to 
appreciate what a difficult task it is to keep violations down. However, 
the people in this district are now beginning to appreciate the work that 
the Game and Fish Commission is doing and are making an honest 
effort to assist the department in the enforcement of the laws. 

The Fox Lake region in Lake County, embracing some fifty good 
fishing lakes, requires the entire attention of the two deputies assigned 
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to Lake County. This region has been sét apart as a State fish preserve, 
and now affords the angler some of the greatest fishing to be had in the 
State. Violations in thee section have bead reduced ‘ee a minimum, due 
no doubt, to the efforts of the deputies in instructing the sportsmen in 


Wardens on Lake Michigan looking for illegal nets. 


Commercial fishing fleet off Chicago on Lake Michigan. 


the game and fish laws, and the necessity of preserving our present sup- 
ply of game and fish. 

A campaign of instruction has been carried on by the deputies through- 
out the district and a kindly feeling toward the Game and Fish Commis- 
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sion, the warden and deputy wardens now exists, and as a result there 
‘are fewer violations of the game and fish laws. 
However, some gross violations have been detected, and the offenders 
have been punished as the following report will show: 
Arrests. Fines. Arrests. Fines. 


JUL Ve0 LOL Sarees 5 > 90: 00 Bebruarys Lol bac 3 $40 00 
AULUSt 21915 ee eee 9 120700 March? 1916.05. oe 4 75 00 
September, 1915.... 10 90-00, 9 April 916.) eee 3 60 00 
Octoberigl9 151-2 ea 8 85.005 "May, 019164... eee 8 80 00 
November, 1915.... 9 200-00:  “Junen4iglo-. ee 5 30 00 
December, 1915.... 6 105 00 —_————— 


ADU ARVs LOL oe ee 3 75 00 Total 2...) ce alee $1,050 00 

Irom reports received from huntsmen, fishermen and deputy war- 
dens, all game and fish common to this district have increased greatly 
during the past year. This is especially true of rabbits, due to the pro- 
tection given them under the new law. 


Wardens inspecting express receipts of fish. 


In Cook County, a goodly increase will be seen in prairie chicken 
and quail, and though there is not an abundance of them, still the in- 
crease has been such as to give rise to the hove that these game birds 
will not become extinct in these parts. ‘Toward the northern part of the 
country, waterfowl and shore birds can be found. In that part of the 
country lying north and west of Chicago, and along the Desplaimes 
River, pheasants are quite plentiful, and will show a large increase. 

The Fox Lake region, the Desplaines River, Calumet River and 
Calumet Lake, along with Lake Michigan furnish the principal fishing 
waters in the county. In the Desplaines River, black bass, crappies, 
pickerel, sunfish, catfish, carp, buffalo and red horse are found, and all 
on the increase. The Calumet River and Calumet Lake abound with 
carp and buffalo, and show an increase in game fish. Lake Michigan 
is stocked with all kinds of lake fish, hut a decided decrease is noticed 
in lake trout and white perch. 
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Day’s catch of fish at Fox Lake. 


Fox River near McHenry. 
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Few waterfowl! or shore 


o4 


There has been a large increase of game fish in the Dupage River 
which is the principal fishing stream of the county. 

In Grundy County, prairie chicken, quail and rabbits are very plen- 
tiful, and show a large increase; some squirrels ean be found, but show 
a slight decrease ; waterfowl and shore birds show a big increase. 

The Illinois River and Mazon Creek are the principal fishing streams 
in this county and abound in bullhead cat and channel catfish. There 
has been a noticeable increase in the game fish in these two streams, and 
especially in Mazon Creek which has been set apart as a fish preserve. 

An abundance of rabbits and squirrels can also be found in Nan- 
kakee and [roqtiois Counties; prairie chickens and quail are increasing, 
but waterfowl are scarce and show no increase. 

The principal fishing waters in these two counties are the [roquois 
River, Kankakee River and Rock Creek, all State fish preserves, well 
stocked with. black bass, crappies, sunfish, wall-eyed pike, carp, buffalo, 
red horse, and catfish. 

A few water fowl and shore birds may be found in Kane and 
iXendall Counties, and will show a large increase. Rabbits and squir- 
rels are plentiful, as are prairie chickens. Quail are few and will not 
show any increase. 

The principal fishing streams in these two counties are the Fox, 
Big Rock and Little Rock Rivers, and Blackberry and Mill Creeks. The 
fish found in these streams are carp, bullhead catfish, suckers, rock bass, 
black bass, pickerel, blue or channel catfish in large numbers. Some 
bluegills, sunfish and crappies are found. Rock hass shows a large 
increase, while black bass and other game fish show no increase. 

In Lake County there is an abundance of waterfowl, and a large 
increase in pheasants and prairie chicken will be noted. Guail is scarce 
but squirrels are plentiful and rabbits will show a large increase. 

Besides the Fox and Desplaines Rivers, Lake County embraces 52 
lakes, the more important being Fox, Nippersink, Pistakee, Long, Chan- 
nel, Marie, Bluff, Catherine and Grass, all of which abound in black 
bass, wall-eyed pike, pickerel, silver bass, crappies, bluegills, bullheads 
and catfish. All of these fish are increasing and especially is this true 
of black bass and wall-eyed pike. 

In McHenry County prairie chickens can be found in all parts of 
the county, and show a large increase. Quails are few and show no 
increase. A few pheasants can be found. Rabbits and squirrels are 
plentiful, and can .be found in all parts of the county. Waterfowl and 
shore birds are scarce and possibly show a slight increase. As in Lake 
County, several small lakes along with the Fox and Desplaines Rivers 
afford excellent fishing. In Pistakee, Griswold, Slocum, Crystal, Defi- 
ante, Silver and Bang’s Lakes there is an abundance of black bass, pick- 

rel, pike, sunfish, perch and most all fresh-water fish. All showing a 
he increase. 

A large increase in prairie chicken, quail and pheasants, is the 
good news from Will County. Shore birds are not plentiful, but water- 
fowl will show an increase; rabbits and squirrels are plentiful in all 
parts of the county. 
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Along. with several abandoned quarry holes, the Dupage and Des- 
plaines Rivers form the principal fishing waters of the county; a large 
increase in the fish may be easily noted, and especially is this true of 
the game fish. 

Four tracts of land in this district have been set apart by the 
same and Fish Commission as game preserves. And though it is rather 
early to fully appreciate the great good to be had from these reserva- 
tions, it is most confidently expected that the supply of game birds will 
be greatly increased, and at practically no expense. ach tract con- 
tains nearly 1,000 acres of land with sufficient food and cover to afford 
the birds ample protection against the hard winters. When the success 
of this enterprise is assured, it is the intention of the commission to 
set apart other reserves for the same purpose. 

The following is an inventory of the State property under my care 
and control: 

One long table, $18; 3 smali tables, $16; 1 high desk and stool, $29; 8 
plain chairs, $16; 4 desk chairs, $28; 2 roller-top desks, $75; 2 flat-top desks, 
$100; 1 Underwood typewriter No. 4, $75; 1 card file, $3; 1 filing cabinet, 
$24; 1 coat rack, $2.50; 1 “clipless’” paper fastener, $3; 1 “challenge” eyelit 
press, $3; 6 brass cuspidors, $2.40; 2 wire baskets, 80 cents; 1 wicker basket, 
75 cents; 2 electric fans, $19.70; 1 desk extension for ’phone, $3.50; 3 rugs for 
office, $90; 1 mailing scale, $1; 1 boat bought by old fish commission, $40; 
1 boat bought September, 1913, and equipment, $465; 2 Green Bay hunting 
boats, $55; 1 tunnel boat and equipment, $600; 1 ferroboat and equipment at 
Fox Lake, $130; 2 skiffs, Fox Lake, $30; 1 skiff, Calumet Lake, $30; 1 cruiser 
and rowboat with ferro attached, and equipment, $2,532; 1 rowboat, $15; 
total value, $4,407.65. 

Respectfully submitted, 
i H. C. Waaner, District Warden. 
Headquarters, at Chicago. 


REPORT OF SECOND DISTRICT WARDEN. 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 
District No. 2, having 11,000 square miles of territory, lies in the 


extreme northwest part of the State and is composed of the following 
named counties: Jo Daviess, Winnebago, Carroll, Dekalb, Whiteside, 
Mercer, Bureau, Boone, Stephenson, Ogle, Lee, Rock Island, Henry, 
Putnam and La Salle. Headquarters with office for district warden are 
at Sterling, it being the most centrally located city in the district, with 
good telephone service and railroad facilities by reason of which the 
warden is able to keep in touch with his deputies, who patrol the fol- 
lowing districts: 

John H. Engels, Galena, Jo Daviess County; P. J. Lonergan, Freeport, 
Stephenson County; J. R. Bartlett, Rockford, Winnebago and Boone Counties; 
C. W. Vennum, Savanna, Carroll County; William Tague, Dixon, Ogle 
County; Chas. Rabbit, Ambuy, Lee County; A. A. Hennis, Sandwich, Dekalb 
County; Roy L. Phelps, Sterling, Whiteside County; E. HE. McDole, Rock 
Island and Henry Counties; Chas. H. Ditto, Keithsburg, Mercer County; John 
F. Pyszka, La Salle, Bureau, and that part of La Salle County north of the 
Illinois River and J. W. Clifton, Streator, Putnam and that part of La Salle 
south of Illinos River. 
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Twenty years ago the Rock River in this district was one of the 
best streams to catch fish in in the Middle West, but owing to the poor 
protection it received from a lawless element that made onslaughts upon 
its many game fish, with seines, nets and every other known device, it 
was simply depleted of fish to such an extent that people seldom tried 
to fish with a pole and line. In 1913 the stream with all its tribu- 
tarles was set aside, by the present Game and Fish Commission, as a 
fish preserve, stocked with game fish and protected, and as a result the 
fish have increased to such an extent that more people were seen fishing 
May 30, 1916, than could have been seen in an entire year prior to 1913. 

Since Rock River was made a preserve and proved such a success 
quite a few other streams or bodies of water have been, in this district 
set aside as fish preserves, among which are several ponds, lakes and 
sloughs along the Mississippi River in Whiteside, Carroll and Jo 
Daviess Counties, also the Fox River, a part of which runs through this 
district in La Salle County. 

Hundreds of thousands of small fish were rescued in this district, 
in small ponds, where they had been oe landlocked by floods; fish that 
would have been allowed to perish a few years ago. 

The rough fish have increased to such an extent that they are a 
detriment to the game fish; the carp especially are a menace for they 
root around and destroy the vegetation which game fish hke to in- 
habit. Under the supervision of deputies crews were employed to 
take out rough fish, and in this way a great many gars were destroyed, 
and the preserves were rid of thousands of carp, the revenue from 
which paid all the cost of the work. 

from all reports the quail in this district have increased wonder- 
fully, also rabbits and squirrel but the prairie chicken which can be 
found all over the district seems to be merely holding its own. How- 
ever, the prairie chicken has not had a chance to increase much the last 
two years on account of the fact that a great many nests were de- 
stroyed by heavy spring rains. 

ihr ve aera that quite a few ducks are hatching on the upper Ili- 
nois, Putnam County, especially wood ducks but there are not many 
on the Mississippi, owing no doubt to the fact the water remained high 
all through the spring. ‘Tlinois is not far enough north for many ducks 
to be expected to hatch within its bounds. W Tod ducks are the only 
specie that hatch in Illinois to any great extent. 

Hundreds of tons of clams are being taken out of the Rock River, 
and are sold at from $28 to $30 per ton. The area of the Rock River 
now open to clammers extends from the mouth of the river to Byron 
bridge. 

In November, 1915, the lands owned and controlled by the Hon. 
Frank O. Lowden in Ovle County, known as Sinissippi Farm, was set 
aside as a game reservation, where it is unlawful to hunt, trap or “€n- 
snare any wild bird or game animal at any time as provided for in 
section 21a, revised act of the Game and Fish Act of July 1, 1915. 

A large tract of land of this size composing 5,000 acres is bound 
to show good results in the preservation and increase of our game birds 
and animals. The preserve is very suitable, as it is composed of both 
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open prairie, and woodland and with its five miles of river front which 
furnishes good cool water, the birds and animals can remain within the 


preserve at all seasons of the year and thrive on the natural resources. 


ARRESTS AND FINES. 


Number Amount Amount ayn ane ane Amount 
y z : paid to 
Name of deputy. of of of anes State eoiinlal 
arrests. fines. costs. ‘ ae 
collected. | Treasurer. | ant. 
| 
RED VOZICAis sc aiee cron deters 25 $460 00 $157 15 | $590 60 $417 50 $17 50 
a WY rea VICINTNEL TY orci) cess 4 ayo 12 255 00 73 05 270 55 180 00 25 00 
SJ EVes ESSE OLOUU tec, oe ih ao.cceo¥e 1 260 00 72 45 332 45 185 00 75 00 
Tepes gee CLD Sein cis omeleen, «8 10 230 00 22 10 228 45 185 00 25 00 
AT Ags El GHNLS ee ote. c 3 | 6 100 00 9 95 109 95 TOO SOOM Geet cect 
Bebe MeDOlEAs jeacs ook «s 5 35 00 |. 10 25 41 15 27 50 7 50 
= 1 3 Dd En a SaaS ha he Go i 2 35 00 Of teh) 42 85 So) OUmerastrt se eet 
PIS WOnerevantensneke-c%. 2 20 00 15 20 35 20 DONOO awaits states cea. 
OWASP EAD Ditic suave cow cris & il 25 00 2°20 27 20 aa OW einate corm wert 
AVE ema e nA enn een eee Cae MOEN Te hy ct ep av An USES fare il heaeirs ast etolans @cilts soevarstereten tran lictiaratine BGs els Gy ulinvecetes eave ol ad 
Als Wis COUN MROW AN oa ice ang Gb coc creer RCH hey Oe rel SSIES OCIS II (Cacao Pearl Pa (ee ac 
LeeLee en aE |r Meet nee pyr! Cacia ae, foci llav ok tances halo. Levers wlcwe a, cudataperl dave ernsra auacae Ml Gee Oereceeseeua ne 
NO Gatilieeneee cite shames ss 47 | $1,420 00 $370 20 | $1,678 40] $1,175 00 $150 00 


The above tabulation shows only the arrests made whereby con- 
victions were obtained in the courts and the violators either paid fines or 
were sent to jail. 


INVOICE OF STATE PROPERTY, JULY '1; 1916. 


‘At Sterling—1 roll top desk, $28.50; 1 typewriter Jesk, $15.90; 1 filing 
cabinet, $19.80; 1 desk chair, $7.20; 1 typewriter chair, $5.70; 1 Monarch 
typewriter, $100;’ 2 office chairs, $8; 1 motor boat (Flora D.), $300; 1 Ferro 
motor and row boat, $100; 3 screens and 3 curtains, $10. At Sandwich—1l 
Ferro motor, $85; 1 tent, $23.49; 2 folding cots, $5. At Rockford—1l1 Ferro 
motor and row boat, 1 motor boat and double Gray motor, $125. At Savanna 
—1 motor boat double engine, 1 motor boat and double Gray motor, $80. At 
Galena—1 gasoline engine, $50. Total, $963.59. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ropney C. Turner, District Warden. 
Headquarters at Sterling. 


heron) Ore TH thDeDISERIGR WARDEN. 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 


District No. 3 with headquarters at Havana is comprised of the 
following counties: 


Adams. Knox. Morgan. Stark. 
Brown. Logan. Peoria. Tazewell. 
Cass. Marshall. Pike. Warren. 
Fulton. Mason. Sangamon. Woodford. 
Hancock. McDonough. Schuyler. 

Henderson. Menard. Scott. 


The district covers 12,242 square miles; 11 of these counties are on 
the Illinois River and 5 on the Mississippi. ‘These counties are patrolled 
by 15 regular men. Some of these men use automobiles and others use 
boats for their work. 
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During the last yearywe utilized a great many of the deputy war- 
dens in rescuing fish from overflowed districts, A total of ten million 
carp, buffalo, sunfish, bass, crappie and eee frogs were rescued 
from the McCee Levee District and taken by barge to different points 
along the Illinois River between Meredosia and Peoria. From this 
same district two carloads were placed in the Hlinois River at Beards- 
town, two carloads at Havana, one carload at Peoria, and one carload at 
Pekin. 

The hatchery, located at Havana, was this year used as a holding 
station for young fish which the men rescued from small ponds nearby 
and distributed to different points in the State, using the fish car 
“Thnois” which was built for that purpose. This car was in operation 
until the hot weather, compelled us.to stop work. Thewoerk-of* chstri- 
butier-wrlt-begin again about the middle of September. | 

Within a radius of fifteen or tw enty miles of Havana we have the 
best hook and line fishing of any place in the State, especially so for 
black bass. It is nothing uncommon for a man to catch from 25 to 
100 head in a morning or evening’s fishing. Some of the fish are very 


4 large weighing as much as (Our to 10ur ana one-half pounds, although 


: a 


“the-most “of them weigh from one pound to two and. one-half pounds, 

Commercial fishing alone the Illinois River is decreasing slowly 
each year as the spawning and breeding grounds of carp and buffalo, 
which are the principal commercial fish, are being rapidly destroyed by 
ye formation of the different levee districts. , , 

“There are quite-a few clear water lakes which maintain our sport-~ 
ing fish such as the black bass, sunfish, crappie and ring perch. These 
seem to be on the increase but these will disappear entirely unless sein- 
ing is prohibited and the fishing season shortened and leveeing stopped. 

Reports from different sources indicate that—practically” all fur> 


/ bearing animals, game birds and song birds are more plentiful this year, 


/ 
‘ 
\ 


than in years previous. This increase is due to the ethicient enforce 


\nent of the State law protecting wild life. 4 


ot tn-this=hstrret- “and. bills nS be intro- 
duced in the, next § session of the, Legislature asking for an appropria- 
tion of ars to /use/in purchasing approximately thirty 
thousand acres of ened land to be used as a public fish and game 
preserve. Unless a bill of this kind is passed by the next Legislature 
and money appropriated for this use it will be only a comparatively 
short time until all fishing in the Illinois River as well as all wild 
animal life will be extinct ane the land that they formerly inhabited will 
be fields of grain and the sportsmen of the State will have lost one of 
their finest fields for recreation. , 


nes 


_— During the past year~68 as were made in this district er 
$750 in fines were collected. Six of the cases were dismissed. A oreat 


many trammel nets and hoop nets, that were used illegally, were con- 
fiscated. 

The deputy wardens of this district and the territory patrolled by 
each is as follows: 


J. W. Barnes, Pekin, looks after the markets and patrols Tazewell Sout? 
art of Woodford County. 
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Charles Clarke, Quincy, patrols the Mississippi River from Keokuk to 
southern line of Adams County, the Quincey Bay, inspects markets and all 
shipments and does field work in Adams and the southern part of Hancock 
Counties. 

John B. Connor, Mt. Sterling, patrols Brown County and does river work 
from La Grange locks to Meredosia, using the same boat with Adolph 
Kastner. 

Luther Dodd, Beardstown, looks after the markets, inspects shipments 
and patrols Cass County, the lakes and river. 

G. J. Dowell, Franklin, patrols Morgan County. 

T. W. Doherty, Galesburg, has charge of Warren and Knox Counties and 
inspects shipments at terminal points. 

A. KE. Estill, Petersburg, has charge of Menard and Logan Counties, doing 
both river and field work. 

H. H. Edwards, Havana, works on the State boat Margaret V. which does 
continuous patrol service from Henry to Kampsville. These trips are made 
for inspection of the markets and enable me to keep in close touch with the 
work of the different deputy wardens, giving them such help as they need. 
Mr. Edwards also keeps al! boats in good shape. 

John EHuteneuer, Havana, does patrol duty along the entire river, inspects 
markets and assists other w ardens with their work. He has charge ‘of Mason 
County. 

John A. James, Summer Hill, patrols the western part of Pike County 
and the Mississippi River and inspects markets. 

Adolph Kastner, Pittsfield, patrols the eastern part of Pike County, in- 
spects markets and with Mr. Connor patrols the river from Meredosia to 
Kampsville. 

W. H. Linsley, Mapleton, inspects markets at Peoria and patrols Peoria, 
Stark and Fulton Counties. 

H. E. McLaren, Rushville, patrols Schuyler and McDonough Counties 
and does river work from Browning to Beardstown, also inspects markets. 

John C. Ryan, Peoria, does river patrol work from Copperas Creek locks 
to Henry, inspects markets and does field work in Woodford and Marshall 
Counties. \ 

James S. Sloan, Biggsville, patrols the Mississippi River along Hender- 
son County and the northern part of Hancock County and does field work in 
these counties. 


INVOICE. 


MARGARET V.—CRUISER. 

Six life preservers, 4 life rings, 1 Amp meter, 1 battery tester, 1 rule, 2 
hammers, 2 cushions, 1 row line, 1 stern line, 1 gas funnel, 2 anchors, 1 bow 
light, 1 green light, 1 red light, 1 stern light, 1 search light, 1 lantern, 1 120- 
Amp battery, 2 monkey wrenches, 11 small wrenches, 1 saw, 8 screwdrivers, 
1 fire extinguisher, 3 files, 1 clock; total value, $2,500. 


ANITA M. 

One Remy coil, 1 Remy magneto, 1 McCord oiler, 2 life preservers, 1 whis- 
tle, 1 running light, 1 white light, 1 cushion, 1 fire extinguisher, 1 anchor, 1 
16 horsepower Peerless engine; total value, $150. 


WALTER M. 
Two life preservers, 2 lanterns, 1 hand pump, 2 oil cans, a six-cylinder 
Roberts engine; total value, $350 


FRANCES D. 
One 22 foot flat with 3 cylinder Roberts engine, 2 lanterns, 1 horn, 1 
fire extinguisher, 2 life cushions, 1 coil box; total value, $200. 


ED: 


One 22 foot flat with 2 cylinder Roberts engine, 2 lanterns, 1 horn, 1 fire 
extinguisher, 2 life cushions, 1 coil box, 1 hand pump; total value, $200. 
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JACK. 


One 22 foot flat with 2 cylinder Roberts engine, 2 lanterns, 1 horn, 1 fire 
extinguisher, 2 life cushions, 1 coil box, 1 hand pump; total value, $200. 


GWENDOLYN, 
One tunnel type boat with top, 20 foot, value $200; 1 24 foot flat, value: 
$10; 1 launch “Billy” with 2 cylinder Roberts engine, value, $150; 1 boat 
hull, 7 foot “Spitfire,” value, $50. 


BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT AT HAVANA. 


One metal building 25 foot by 55 foot, value, $350. 

One rope 2 inches by 175 feet, 3 wire back stops i2 feet long, 1 16-foot 
rowboat, 1 oil tank, 300-gallon and house, 1 50-gallon oil tank, 1 90-yard gar 
seine, 1 60-yard minnow seine, 2 dynamos, 2 shovels, 2 pairs oars, 1 live box, 
1 log float with spuds, 1 anchor chain, 60 yards, 1 canvas cot, 1 fish tow box, 
2 pully blocks, 2 iron pinch bars, 4 wood horses, 1 willow cot, 6 cork life 
floats, 75 fish cans, 180 foot minnow seine 14-inch mesh, 1 windlass, 100 foot 
1 inch rope, 8 boathooks, 1 shipping barge, 1 60-gallon oil tank and house, 1 
60-yard gar seine, 1 400-yard fish seine, 1 vice, 1 fire extinguisher, 1 oil stove, 
1 small tool house, 1 boat house, 220 foot track, 2 anchors, 2 braces, 10 bits, 
1 brass search light, 1 ax, 1 handsaw, 1 12-foot ladder, 3 camp stools, 1 boat 
car 30 foot long, 7 steel tanks; total value, $897.50. 


INVENTORY OF STATE CABIN BOAT. 


Four comforts, 8 pillows, 12 pillow cases, 14 napkins, 1 pump, 1 ice pick, 
4 wicker chairs, 1 ice box, 1 bucket, 1 Edison storage battery, 1 china cup- 
board, 1 granite baker, 1 granite dishpan, 2 granite saucepans, 1 granite 
water bucket, 2 granite spoons, 1 dish drainer, 1 bread knife, 1 skimmer, 3 
forks, 1 egg beater, 1 nutmeg grater, 1 4-hole gasoline stove, 1 aluminum 
teapot, 2 aluminum saucepans, 1 aluminum double boiler, 1 aluminum cake 
pan, 1 aluminum dipper, 10 forks, 11 tablespoons, 2 soup spoons, 1 blanket, 
11 sheets, 2 red tablecloths, 26 towels, 1 2-gallon oil can, 1 fire extinguisher, 2 
armchairs, 1 refrigerator, 1 5-gallon gasoline can, 1 extension table, 1 alarm 
clock, 1 granite bucket, 1 granite cake pan, 1 granite teakettle, 1 granite wash- 
basin, 1 dipper, 1 fish knife, 2 carving knives, 1 pancake turner, 1 potato 
masher, 1 slaw cutter, 1 sieve, | oven, 1 aluminum skillet, 2 aluminum kettles, 
1 aluminum pie plate, 2 aluminum cups, 3 lids, 10 Knives, 9 teaspoons, 9 large 
plates, 11 pie plates, 1 pitcher, 2 covered bowls, 2 salt shakers, 2 vegetable 
dishes, 2 small platters, 1 dozen bone dishes, 7 sauce dishes, 10 glasses, 1 san- 
itary folding bed, 1 stand, 3 sets of springs, 3 window shades, cabin boat, 10 
soup bowls, 1 sugar bowl}, 1 sugar shell, 1 pepper shaker, 1 gravy boat, 2 large 
platters, 1 dozen individual butters, 1 lemon squeezer, 1 wood spoon, 1 bed, 
1 maitress, 2 bed spreads, 2 portieres; total value, $300. 


OFFICE FIXTURES. 
Two roll top desks, 2 revolving office chairs, 2 folding chairs, 2 office 
tables, 1 rug 9 feet by 12 feet, 1 Edison Rotary Mimeograph, 1 wire basket, 1 
swinging typewriter stand, 1 small iron safe, 3 electric fixtures, 1 zine for 
stove, 1 Victor talking machine, 1 door mat, 1 typewriter desk, 6 leather 
bottomed chairs, 1 cane bottomed chair, 1 card index file, 1 Monarch type- 
writer, 1 electric fan, 1 wire letter basket, 22 letter files, 1 heating stove, 24 
yards rug filling, 1 date stamp, 1 letter scale, 1 adding machine A. C.; total 
value, $277. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. Entwistiz, District Warden. 
Headquarters at Havana. 


4% 


REPORT OF FOURTH DISTRICT WARDEN. 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 

In submitting this report I first desire to commend the work of the 
men who have so faithfully cooperated with me during the past year. 
These men, twelve in number, have been constantly in the field, patrol- 
ling the territory assigned to Piet and are entitled to much radi for 
the. splendid results achieved. hey are at all times on the job; cour- 
teous to lawful hunters and accommodating to landowners, they have 
endeavored to create a sentiment for better protection of our game and 
birds. 

The Fourth District is composed of twenty counties of the central- 
eastern part of the State, the territory being generally known as “The 
Corn Belt.” The ereater portion of the land is cultivated, and each 
year there Becomes. less cover for the wild life in the fields and. less 
timber for protection of birds and animals which seek cover therein. 

As these conditions prevail it is so much more necessary that lovers 
of wild hfe bestir themselves in the matter of conservation of game 
and birds. Already we see much improvement in sentiment among 
the people for more conservation, a direct result from. our campaign of 
education and cooperation. 

During the past year our activities ines not been confined. wholly 
to the work of protecting what is known and termed as “game,” but to 
all kinds of wild life over which the Game and Fish Act of 1915 throws 
a protecting arm. ‘This particularly has reference to the protection of 
song birds. In our work along this line we have endeavored to co- 
operate with civic organizations, bird clubs and public schools, and when 
requested we hawe supplied a speaker to address audiences of such 
organizations. 

Since this department was organized several streams have been set 
aside as State fish preserves, among which are the following in this 
district: Embarrass, in the counties of Douglas, Coles and Cumber- 
land; Kaskaskia, in the counties of Champaign, Moultrie, Coles, Shelby 
and Fayette; Little Wabash, in the counties of Coles, Cumberland and 
Shelby; Sangamon, in the counties of Macon (above Decatur) and 
Dewitt; Vermilion in Livingston County. 

Because of the restriction of the use of seines, nets and all other 
devices and methods of taking fish in these streams, except with hooks 
and lines, the natural increase is fast supplying fish of all kinds for hook 
and line fishing. No longer is the man with a seine permitted to take 
and clean up from these waters all the fish, leaving nothing for those 
who delight to take them with hooks and lines, 

At first there were murmurings and complaints in some localities 
on account of the restrictions placed on the manner of taking fish in 
these streams, but as time passes and the people see and understand the 
ereat benefit derived from conserving. the supply, they are becoming 
reconciled to the plan of restriction. Many who were bitter in their 
opposition at first are now in hearty accord with the rules regulating 
taking fish from these preserves, and are giving us loyal support in the 
enforcement of, the law. 
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The twenty counties comprising the Fourth District are: Living- 
ston, McLean, Macon, Champaign, Hdgar, Coles, Christian, Cumber- 
land, Crawi ‘ord, Dy fingham, Ford, Dewitt, Piatt, Vermilion, Douglas, 
Moultrie, Shelby, Clark, Jasper, and Fayette, and are patrolled by 
twelve deputy game and fish wardens, with territories and headquarters 
assigned as follows: 


Names of deputies. Territories. Headquarters. 
isomieh Whalen: 2... All that part of Livingston County west 
Clete WapasheralirodGsesteces. osc eo Flanagan. 


J. A. Hackelman....All that part of Livingston County east of 
the Wabash railroad, and all of Ford 


COTY GV ir ee Oe ee ete ee eer ear ae oy, Cullom. 
Pe) Sean aean <% 6 << Mclean COUNLY t.000 setenv cee goccte reese Bloomington. 
S. A. Edwards...... Macon,and Dewitt Counties... 44.4. ..%5.. Decatur. 
Rte MON | erry eta HTISEI AL COUTIL Vinee ee tate cree ae bee Taylorville. 
Pe baa Ki ko. Ts Champaign and Piatt Counties..:....... Ivesdale. 
Cer tas OrriOct.s 3... .et Champaign and Vermilion Counties...... Mahomet. 
Ores TCOCDT AN... Sais Moultrie and Douglas Counties.......... Sullivan. 
Jouve Patterson. 2..'.. De LD Mire COW U.U ym © vial cares cet eet: inthe Reese se ake’ Stewardson. 
Eee AW OnfOTt es,.,. «5. Coles:and Cumberland Counties......... Mattoon. 
epee Carson . fu. iss Fayette, Effingham, Jasper and Edgar 

COUNTLESe Aa nr st ee oes Be sees Altamont. 
Log le Sin 9902 Cea Clarkvand Crawitord. Counties. . 224... ... Marshall. 


There are divergent views entertained among some farmers and 
Jandowners and some sportsmen with reference to rights and privileges 
to be enjoyed in hunting and fishing. Like all questions at issue, this 
question has two sides. In many localities it is becoming almost un- 
possible for a hunter to obtain permission to hunt, section 29 of the 
Game and Fish Act giving landowners power to prohibit hunting upon 
their premises. 

One of the reasons given by some farmers for prohibiting hunting 
or fishing on their premises is, that as the farmer must feed the birds, 
and that he pays taxes on the land through which a stream runs, there- 
fore he should have all benefits to be derived from taking them. While 
that argument looks good and plausible, let us look at the other, or 
hunter’s and fisherman’s side of the question. 

We have heretofore stated that on account of high state of cultiva- 
tion of lands and the fast disappearing timber of the State the mat- 
ter of protection and conservation of game and birds is a difficult 
proposition. Without some means of providing against slaughtering 
promiscuously and wantonly the game and fish, it is a well known fact 
that in a very short time there would not be any left for any one to 
hunt or take. 

The Legislature in its wisdom has passed what is known as the 
Conservation Act, the object of the law being to conserve the supply of 
game and fish for the use of the people of the State. In order that the 
people should not be needlessly taxed to conduct this department of the 
State service, a license fee is provided under the Conservation Act, and 
is collected from hunters and fishermen, the sum so far collected each 
vear being sufficient to pay all expenses of the department, without 
taking anything from the funds raised from general taxation. 
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From the foregoing it is seen that both parties have interests, and 
that it is necessary that both interests have proper protection. ‘The 
State steps in and acts for all interests, reserving to itself the right to 
take title and ownership to all game and fish of the State, which it has 
done under the Game and Fish Act. This being done it then proceeds 
to make rules and regulations defining when and by what means and 
manner its, the people’s property, may be taken. Hence the organiza- 
tion of the Game and Fish Department under the present commission- 
ers, Messrs. C. J. Dittmar, Henry V. Meeteren and J. I. Blackman, who 
are responsible to the people for the proper conduct of the business of 
the department. 

In the organization of the field force the State was divided into six 
districts and I was placed in charge of this, the Fourth District, with 
headquarters at Shelbyville. At first ten deputy wardens were assigned 
to this district, but later the number was increased to twelve, the num- 
ber now working here. 

Each deputy warden is required to make a report each day of the 
nature of work done, number of arrests made, number of confiscations, 
total expense for the day and designate where he expects to work the 
following day. This report is promptly mailed at the post office nearest 
where the work was done, and the district warden is thereby kept in 
close touch with the work of the men in the field. 

Some of the deputies of this district own their own cars, while 
others own their horses and buggies and are therefore better equipped for 
covering their territories than if they were compelled to go afoot. Going 
afoot is a slow process, especially when it is considered that each deputy 
has from one to three counties to patrol. 


NUMBER OF ARRESTS AND AMOUNT OF FINES COLLECTED. 


During the past twelve months there have been 31 arrests made of 
which 80 were prosecuted. The total amount of fines assessed was 
$285, of which $260 was collected, as the following statement shows 


Number Number Fines Fines 

Month. arrested. prosecuted. assessed. collected. 

DURE ed O15 ele een eee ee eee nee eee 3 2 $50 00 $50 00 
ATISUISt el OA Soe ce le ae eee ae 2 2 25 00 20 00 
Septeniber: 19i oo) oe ere oy ae ees 3 3 35 00 30 00 
Oetober: 1915s. ee eee eee 5 5 35 00 20 00 
Noveni bers 619157 tate et 1 25 00 25 00 
Decem Pere tO Ts F733. ee eee eee 3 39 ses deo fe 
JANUAT Yo L0lG> ac eee eee eee 2 2 10 00 10 00 
Kebruary, - 016i cin ears ene ee 3 3 30 00 30 90 
IMATE GH, et LO cepedhe eater hes eee 2 2 50 00 50 00 
ASPT ious 9 VG Cae oot eee ce een 1 1 5 00 5 00 
MAY PRLODG ica ce ee ene tae een a 3 3 20 00 20 00 
JUNG, SLO LG ce ee eee Soro 3 RU 
ol 30 §©$285 00 $260 00 


RESCUE WORK. 
In several places along the streams it has been necessary to rescue 


fish from waters left in sloughs after high waters had left them stranded, 
and when such waters receded the fish were left in a perishing condition. 
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All such work has been done by the deputies at practically no extra cost 
to the State. The fish so rescued were placed in private waters be- 
longing to landowners, or were returned to the stream from which they 
came. ; 

The sportsmen’s clubs of this district are cooperating with the de- 
partment in its efforts to enforce the game and fish laws and otherwise 
to promote a healthy interest in game and fish. The letter which follows 
was addressed to the commission and is a sample of letters received from 
sportsmen’s organizations throughout the State: 

I take this means in complimenting the State Game and Fish Commission 
of this State on the splendid work it has been doing in the past three years 
in the way of increasing and protecting the game and fish in this section of 
the State. If you will pardon me, I will say that I think I am in a position 


to know the increase or decrease, whichever it may be, in Edgar County as 
well as the adjoining counties. I have always been a great lover of the bird- 


Paris Gun Club at the traps. 


dog as well as field and trap shooting. I consider trap shooting a great heip 
to a field shooter, as it not only makes him an excellent shot, but tends to 
make him a real true sportsman. By this I mean a man who shoots for pleas- 
ure and not to see how much game he can kill and destroy. I am bitterly 
opposed to what they call game hogs. 

I find that most of the members of any gun club, no matter in what State, 
are true sportsmen in every sense of the word. Every member of the Paris 
Gun Club, which I will say is one of the best clubs of this State, stands ready 
at all times to assist your commission in any way possible to protect the game 
and fish in this part of the State. 

I am quite sure that every member of this club shoots in the field, but 
only at the time of the year when the season is open as provided by law. I 
further think that gun clubs should be encouraged in every county in the 
State, and through cooperation of the various clubs with your commission, I 
believe the results will work wonders. I personally know that the game in 
Edgar County has increased on an average of 35 per cent or better. I would 
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say rabbits 50 per cent, quails 40 per cent, prairie chickens 20 per cent and 
song birds are more numerous than for years. I attribute the increase partly 
to the ideal weather conditions, but I also recognize the great benefits of your 
department. 

I feel that we have been very fortunate in having one of our townsmen as 
one of the State commission. Mr. Blackman has been at all times more than 
willing to cooperate with our club, whose purpose has been to live up to the 
letter of the law, and by so working together, I believe there is as little viola- 
tion of law in the eastern part of the State as could be expected, and I feel 
that, within a very few years, all kinds of game as well as fish will be plen- 
tiful. I sincerely hope and trust that the game and fish protection of the 
State of Illinois will be carried on in the next four years in the same manner 
that it has in the last three years, regardless of politics. 

The sportsmen of the State as a whole, I am quite sure, are very well 
satisfied with the way your commission has been carrying on its noble work. 

I further wish to assure you that at any time I may be of any service 
to you or your department, I stand more than willing and ready to cooperate 
with you. 

I am requested to extend to your commission the best wishes and ¢o- 
operation of the Paris Gun Club. I remain, 

Most respectfully yours, 
ArT RISSER, 
Vice President of Parts Gungeing: 


CONDITIONS AND KINDS GAME, BIRDS AND FISH FODNDP: 


By request the several deputies of this district have made report of 
the conditions as they find them at the close of the year, June 30, 1916. 
The following are summaries of their reports: 

Livingston County. Deputy Whalen Reporting. Few prairie chickens in 
the eastern part of the county. Quails have increased some in all parts of the 
county. Water fowls, shore birds, pheasants are very scarce. Rabbits plen- 
tiful. Squirrels increasing in number along the Vermilion River where there 
is timber. The principal river is the Vermilion, in which are to be found 
carp, catfish, bass, crappie, and pickerel. The Vermilion River is a fish 
preserve, and the plan of restriction in the manner and time of taking fish 
therefrom is very popular with a large majority of people. ° 

Ford and Part of Livingston County. J.A.Heckelman Reporting. About 
the same number of prairie chickens as last year. Quails seem to be scarcer 
Rabbits plentiful. The setting aside of the Vermilion River as a fish preserve 
is popular among a large number of people, but there are a few who would 
like to be permitted to use seines and nets. Streams of this territory are 
sluggish and the fish are unfit to eat during the hot, dry summer months. 
Owing to the fact that there is a high dam at Pontiac, with no fishway in 
operation to permit fish to get up stream, there are fewer fish above the dam 
than below it. Squirrels are very plentiful where there is timber, but as 
there is very little timber in that territory, the total number is not very large. 
Song birds and insectivorous birds seem to be increasing. Several kinds have 
been seen here this year that have not been seen before. 

McLean County. P. J. Flanagan Reporting. Pheasants are not very 
numerous, although a small increase over last year. No prairie chickens to 
be found in the county. Quails have increased, farmers saying they have not 
seen so many in years past. Mourning doves on the increase, and very 
numerous. These birds are favorites and are not molested by sportsmen. 
There are no water fowls here except in the spring during migrating season. 
Song birds are well protected, many residents of cities and country build 
houses for the birds and provide watering places and scatter food for them. 
Rabbits are plentiful. Many farmers think there should be no closed season 
on rabbits. Squirrels plentiful, but no increase over last year. The streams 
and lakes that have been stocked with fish show great increase in fish. 

Macon and Dewitt Counties. S. A. Hdwards Reporting. Squirrels more 
plentiful. Doves very plentiful. Quails have increased and there are more 
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than have been here for several years. Many farmers feed the quails during 
the winter months. Not many prairie chickens, but more than last year. 
Pheasants are more plentiful. Song birds are more plentiful, due to the fact 
that I have been cooperating with the schools, educating children in the 
economic value of birds. Many are furnishing houses and food for the birds. 
Besides the numerous streams of this territory there are several private 
fishing resorts and lakes. There is a noticeable increase in game fish in the 
streams, especially in Salt Creek and the upper Sangamon. 

Champaign and Piatt Counties. A. J. Tabaka Reporting. There are few 
prairie chickens, with small increase. Quails are found in all parts of the 
two counties and seem to be slowly increasing. No water fowls or shore birds 
here. A few pheasants are scattered about, but they do not seem to be in- 
creasing to any extent. Rabbits are more plentiful than ever before, prob- 
ably double the number last year.. Squirrels in timbered sections about the 
same numbers as last year. In the Sangamon, Salt Fork, Embarrass, Kas- 
kaskia, and Lake Fork Rivers and in Crystal Lake are to be found black 
bass, crappie, catfish, carp, sunfish, and suckers. These waters are fish pre- 
serves, in which only hooks and lines are permitted to be used. The plan of 
setting such waters aside as preserves seems to be popular among more than 
three-fourths of the people. Song birds are being protected by many people. 
School children are being educated to the economic value to farmers and land- 
owners, of song and insectivorous birds. 

Moultrie and Douglas County. C. M. Cochran Reporting. Quails win- 
tered well in these counties last winter, as there was an abundance of feed 
and a wonderful growth of vegetation on the ground, making conditions ideal 
for protection of birds. Weather conditions of spring and summer months 
have been good for breeding of the young. I have cbserved that there are 
two hatches this spring and summer, the last broods coming off the latter 
part of June, and as the dry weather has been suitable, these little fellows 
have a good show to survive. Prairie chickens are found in some parts of 
this territory; not many pheasants. There are no water fowls or shore birds 
here. Doves are plentiful. Squirrels seem plentiful, but the open season is 
too long. Open season should close December 1. On account of high price 
of ammunition, it is my opinion there will be less hunting this fall and 
winter than ever before. Song and insectivorous birds are increasing in 
great numbers. Many species are now seen here that have not been observed 
before, the cause of which I attribute to the means and efforts being taken 
to attract and protect such birds. Rabbits plentiful. The Kaskaskia River 
is the principal fishing waters of this territory, this stream having been set 
aside as a fish preserve. People generally are well pleased from results ob- 
tained since seines, nets and traps have been prohibited in these waters. 
This is one of the best bass and crappie streams in the State, and I hope 
seining, netting and trapping fish will be forever barred in this river. ince 
these devices have been barred it is an easy matter to take with hooks and 
lines enough fish for a large family, in a short time. Instead of a few people 
getting all the fish, all the people may get a few fish. 

Christian County. J. A. Cannon Reporting. There is a very noticeable 
increase in number of quails, doves, squirrels and rabbits over last year, 
which are found in all parts of the county. Prairie chickens in about the 
same numbers as last year, and are found principally in the eastern and 
southern part of the county. Very few water fowls or shore birds here. 
There is an increase in pheasants, but there are many complaints that these 
birds destroy nests of quails and kill the young ones; also that they kill 
young rabbits. Bass, crappie, perch, catfish, carp, and a few buffalo are found 
in the North Fork and the Sangamon Rivers and Flat Branch, and all the 
lakes adjacent. The North Fork of the Sangamon River is a fish preserve. 
Sewerage from the cities along the streams destroy a great number of fish. 

Shelby County. J. M. Patterson Reporting. Squirrels are more plentiful 
than for five years past. Big increase in quails and in most parts of the 
county farmers are giving them close attention and protection. Along the 
south border of the county there are many prairie chickens. Snipes and 
plovers are very scarce. There are no water fowls or shore birds here except 
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during migrating season. Doves and rabbits are very plentiful. I have not 
seen but one pair of pheasants in the county and this pair raised a brood of 
thirteen this year. All the rivers and their tributaries in this county are set 
aside as fish preserves, being about 175 miles of river front in this county. 
Since these streams have been protected from seining, netting, trapping and 
dynamiting, hook and line fishing has been greatly improved, and most peo- 
ple are highly pleased. Song and insectivorous birds seem to be increasing, 
many people are becoming interested in their protection. Civic societies, 
schools and other organizations are giving us considerable help in the matter 
of bird protection. ) 

Coles and Cumberland Counties. L. E. Monfort Reporting. The spring 
and summer of 1916 has been an unusually favorable season for birds to nest, 
hatch and raise their broods. As a result of these favorable conditions we 
see a great increase in all kinds of game and birds, including song and 
insectivorous birds. More attention is being given by the people to observing 
the law and stricter enforcement of the same also has a beneficial effect. As 
a rule sportsmen fully realize the benefit of strict protection of game and 
fish, and instead of being antagonistic they are cooperating with us in enfore- 
ing the law. In these two counties we have three streams and one small lake 
which have been set aside as fish preserves, namely: Kaskaskia River, Em- 
barrass River, Little Wabash River and Paradise Lake. Since seining and 
netting have been prohibited in these waters hook and line fishing has been 
good. The people as a rule are heartily in favor of maintaining these waters 
as fish preserves. 

Champaign and Vermilion Counties. C. H. Herriott Reporting. It has 
been my aim to carry on the work and give substantial results in protecting 
and in the conservation of game and fish of this territory, and to keep within 
the limits of cost as laid down by the State Game and Fish Commission. I 
find that the people generally are taking kindly to the provisions of the laws 
governing this department, and as an evidence of the same I cite the small 
number who have been arrested for violating the law. I am constantly in the 
fields and woods and along the highways, and try to keep in close touch with 
the people. It is a well known fact that the farmers are taking more interest 
in conserving birds to-day than ever before. They are learning the economic 
value of their feathered friends. During the severe cold and sleety weather 
last winter many farmers scattered feed: to the birds on their premises and 
no doubt saved many from starving and from perishing from the cold by 
fixing places for their protection. Although there is more interest taken to 
protect the birds, yet I find they are not increasing at a very rapid pace, due 
to the fact that the places for nesting and caring for their young are becom- 
ing very scarce. Rabbits seem to be increasing very rapidly. Prairie 
chickens are very scarce, although there seems to be a small increase over 
last year in some parts. Quails also show some increase, and are doing well. 
Squirrels are numerous in wooded districts. Pheasants are few in number. 
Seems to be large increase in fur bearing animals. Very few water fowls 
and shore birds. As a rule fishermen and farmers near the streams and 
other waters where fish abound, want the fish protected from seiners, netters 
and trappers, and in Vermilion County there is a strong fish protective asso- 
ciation which gives much aid and assistance to the department in fish pro- 
tection. As there has been protection of fish during the past three years the 
result is showing a very satisfactory increase. During the past season there 
has been a lot of rescue work, stranded fish taken from sloughs and small 
ponds along the streams and put back into the main streams. 

Effingham, Fayette and Jasper Counties. C. E. Pearson Reporting. These 
counties have a great deal ot timber land, are more or less rough, having 
- three good fishing streams running through them, namely: Kaskaskia, Little 
Wabash and Embarrass Rivers. There are numerous smaller streams, most 
of which are tributaries to these streams, and abound in fish of all kinds 
usually found in the waters of the State. There is a noticeable increase 
of all kinds of fish in the Kaskaskia River since netting and trapping have 
been prohibited under action of the department setting it aside as a fish pre- 
serve. Hook and line fishermen are enjoying some fine catches of every 
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variety of fish found in this stream, and most everybody seem highly pleased 
with the protection being given by the State. In the valleys of these streams 
are to be found quails in increasing numbers, and there seems more than for 
many years past. On the prairies there are many prairie chickens. Big 
covies are seen, in many instances there are as many as a hundred together. 
There is no trouble during the open season to get the limit of chickens in 
either of these counties. I know one man, 72 years old, who shot the limit 
every day last season, except one day. Squirrels and rabbits seem to have 
increased much this season, and are very plentiful. Migratory water fowls 
and shore birds are to be found in season of migration along the Kaskaskia 
River. Teal ducks have nested along this stream this year, something they 
have not done for years, and there are several flocks there at the present time. 
While there were never many pheasanis here, yet there seems to be some in- 
crease this year. ‘There are a number of good size lakes in these counties, 
among which are Lake Skillet in Fayette and Lake Kennaga in Effingham, 
and in these two lakes splendid fishing is had. Several seines, nets and traps 
of unlawful kinds have been confiscated and there is less violations since the 
people have learned they must obey the law. I have not had any direct 
evidence of any dynamiting and very little indication of any having been 
done. I find most people in hearty accord with the game and fish law, except 
some desire to be permitted to seine in waters set aside as fish preserves for 
a short open season during the month of July or August. Some, too, object 
to the open season for killing squirrels, saying the season opens too late and 
closes too late. The closing date of open season for killing squirrels being 
especially in disfavor. Squirrels are sometimes known to have two litters 
in one season, and as the season now opens August 1, it does not protect the 
second litter, and the second litter does not come off in July, so in order to 
protect both litters well posted sportsmen say that the season shouid not 
open until September 15, and close December 1. A great many people are in 
favor of making an open season of 30 days for taking certain kinds of fish 
with seines and nets in waters set aside as State fish preserves. Fur bearing 
animals are increasing rapidly and I account for the increase because they 
are better protected and the season has been favorable for breeding and rais- 
ing their young. Fox, hunters are asking that this animal also be protected 
under the game laws. Many hunters are in favor of a law to restrain owners 
of dogs from allowing their dogs to run at large during the nesting time of 
quails, chickens and other birds. Many complain that dogs break up and 
destroy birds’ nests and kill young birds. 

Crawford and Clark Counties. Robert F. Lehman Reporting. In Clark 
County prairie chickens are found in the western part in increasing numbers. 
Quails are also found in this section, but their numbers are decreasing. 
Water fowls and shore birds are only here during the spring migrating sea- 
son. Doves are found in most parts of the county, but on account of less 
wheat being raised these birds seem to be less numerous. Rabbits are fast 
increasing, and squirrels are found in about the same numbers as last year. 
In Crawford County there is more game and birds than last year. There are 
a few Hungarian partridges and a few pheasants here. Some water fowls and 
shore birds stop on the Wabash and Embarrass Rivers in the spring. The 
principal fishing streams are the Wabash and the Embarrass River, in which 
all kinds of fish found in the State are found. Hunters think the squirrel 
season opens too late and closes too late. Many persons are of the opinion 
that hunting rabbits at night from bright lights from automobiles should be 
prohibited. Before coming to Clark and Crawford Counties I worked in 
Livingston County, and I desire to report on the matter of protection of song 
birds of that county. Song birds are becoming abundant in that part of the 
State, and all residents take great pride in the protection and care of the 
song birds. In small towns I notice that many residents have constructed 
small houses and placed them in trees and about the premises for shelter and 
protection of the birds. In the schools manual training departments are 
turning out many of these little bird houses, in all sorts of shapes and 
designs. One of the things that requires our attention is the boy with an 
air rifle. It is a serious thing to arrest a boy, so we caution him for the first 
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offense, then on the second offense we turn him over to his parents and on 
the third offense the law must take its course. This may not be strict en- 
forcement of the law but we believe it is humane and right. 


INVENTORY. 


One Monarch typewriter, $90; 1 typewriter desk, $9.10; 1 floor rug, 
$22.20; 1 automatic filing case, $54.16; 1 office chair, $8.05; 1 office desk, 
$26.25; 6 office chairs, $31.55; 1 duster, 75 cents; 1 broom, 50 cents; 1 waste 
basket, 95 cents; 2 cuspidors, $1.50; 1 Ferro outer board boat and motor, 
Decatur, $125; 1 14-foot row boat, $35; 1 outer board boat and motor, Shelby- 
ville, $125; total, $530.01. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Isaac 8. Storm, District Warden. 

Headquarters at Shelbyville. 


REPORT OF FIETH DISTRICT WARDEN: 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 

The office and headquarters of this district is at East St. Louis. 

This district is bounded on the west by the Mississippi River the en- 
tire length of the district. 

The Illinois River extends from Grafton north and is the boundary 
line between Jersey and Greene Counties on the east and Calhoun 
County on the west. The northwest corner of Greene County is as 
far north as this district extends. 

The Kaskaskia River flows through this district and passes through 
the counties of Bond, Clinton, Washington, St. Clair and Randolph. 

This river is open to all legal methods of fishing from Carlyle, Clin- 
ton County, south to it’s confluence with the Mississippi River, which is 
a few miles above Chester, Randolph County, but from Carlyle north it is 
set aside as a fish preserve as are all of its tributaries both north and 
south. } 

This district has more fishing and hunting grounds, more fishermen 
and hunters, and sells more licenses, taking in consideration the number 
of counties it contains, than any district in the State. 

We have a great deal of work endeavoring to keep the fishermen 
from violating the laws. Moreover as the Illinois River above this dis- 
trict abounds with numerous fishermen and wholesale dealers, who catch 
and handle fish on a large scale, if in their violations they escape the 
vigilance of the wardens in that district we have them to cope with down 
here, as a vast quantity of fish are shipped from the Hlinois River above 
this district here to St. Louis and the eastern markets. 

ach deputy is required to put in all his time in the enforcement 
of the game and fish laws and to devote no part of his time to any other 
business. 

The character of work done by the deputies is to travel the territory 
to which they are assigned seeing that the laws relative to both game 
and fish are observed; also there is much to be gained by the deputies 
mingling with the public in general thereby enlightening them as to the 
laws and their duties in observing the same, ake. the eood results to all 
in the conservation of both game ‘and fish. 
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I find the game and fish laws are looked upon in a different ght to 
what they were at the outset of the present administration and the peo- 
ple as a whole are willing and anxious to obey the laws and desire that 
others do the same. 

Thirteen counties comprise this district as follows: 


Popu- Square Popu- Square 

County. lation. miles. County. lation. miles. 

enV Seen cals «as, 3 = LU,015 SOU lN WLONTOGrsnie ee 13,508 380 

DOT he Ace ss 860 PASH ben racy hi kien UC Ss bs Bo 22,088 440 

AMER OO) ) 1 ose PROS a 22,832 ASSa eS Randolplie ae a. aes 29,120 560 

EAST SPS ae Vie ae nS 22.008 Ad Poste CLaa a em ig te 119,870 680 

POESCYL Be eted bce cl ae ss 13,954 260° “Washingetons... +... 18,759 540 

OTAGO Pitot oats a's 50,685 864 —— 

AGT SOM ef atets greta est 89,847 740 Ot We Siats.c: eee ee 464,022 6,951 
Montgomery ........ SO gL 702 


The above named thirteen counties are patrolled by twelve deputy 
game and fish wardens. Their territory and headquarters are assigned as 
follows: 


Name of deputy. Headquarters. Counties. 
James, Bx Jones 252. 634 PET GNTON Mt yaks eins Bond and Clinton. 
Rowisvs wWeney on<22.3:: Jerseyville ...... Jersey, Calhoun, Mississippi River. 
PWT esata ce a tere ce Carroliton ws 2... : Greene, Illinois River. 
Matthew Kenehan..... Cariinvillogre: cass Macoupin. 
LOIRE eC ALT Ol leone Sv p20s IICGNHELG ene Sas Montgomery. 

Thos. J. McCormick....Granite City ....Madison. 

AWS tities GAT Ki eres els. IWiaterloo: atracon Monroe. 
Harry W. McLaughlin. Pinckneyville ...Perry. 

Charles Schildroth..... SPEEA ne oi Randolph. 
Welliaroy EE arrisk.. <a. Bast.st. Louis = .St. Clair: ' 
Cis ero StOlls .< sos: Nashville Vain. nas Washington. 
Otto R. Cohlmeyer..... East St. Louis ... Utility Man. 


INVENTORY OF STATE PROPHR TY. ON HAND: JUIY<1; 1916. 


One roll top desk, $36; 1 swivel office chair, $7.50; 1 rug, $15.50; 1 rug. 
$12.50; 1 couch, $20; 6 oak chairs, $31; 1 Remington typewriter, $75; 1 
typewriter desk, $27; 3 window shades, $1.50; 4 cuspidors, $1.50; 3 letter 
files, $1.50; 1 gasoline launch and engine (Francis D.), $750; 1 gasoline 
launch and engine (May Foy), $225; 1 scow and engine, $250; 1 row boat, 
330) row poat, $25-—total,. $1,514. 


ARRESTS AND FINES. 


Fines Fines 

1915. Arrests. collected. 1916. Arrests. collected. 

AVI ae tee Spee ee a A TES EA0, O07 od AUT Yee cotetes pe > 72 e0 
CESS CS ied a 5 - 6b 00MM eDriar yg wae sae. 1 12 50 
September ...... 5 Deo O search vga os on. (i 97 50 
PGLGUED ei ac) ces 11 SOE Ser A DET tye ckcees LEU EAR GAS 4 
INOVETMIDET! “ther. s%.s Zo 155 WO me AVE Vanare eres oe 12 20 00 
December ....... 11 SRO litre aes Ue 18 140 60 
TOL ao talenoss 103 S1D0. 00 


This district has three persons who have taken out certificates to buy, 
sell and raise game birds. Also there are five persons who have taken 
out certificates to conduct skunk farms. The largest operator in this 
country is U. S. Thompson, of Modoc, Randolph County. After con- 
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ducting this business for the past six years, Mr. Thompson has on hand 
at this time 1,200 skunks. 


Bond and Clinton Counties. Game found in these two counties consist 
of quail, prairie chicken, squirrel, rabbit, dove, snipe, plover, and a few ducks 
and fur bearing animals. These two counties contain an abundance of prairie 
chicken, pheasants scarce. The main stream is the Kaskaskia River which 
flows through Clinton and touches the corner of Bond County. Fishing is 
excellent in these counties especially in Clinton. The main fishing waters 
are: Kaskaskia River, Shoal Creek, Queens Lake, near Miley Station, Old 
River south of Albers, Horseshoe Lake 5 miles southeast of Albers Bottom, 
Santa Fe Bottom 2 miles west of Posey, Blanks Lake 4 miles south of Carlyle, 
Carlyle Club Lake 1 mile north of Carlyle, Coals Lake Club 3 miles northeast 
of Carlyle, Horseshoe Lake 114 miies south of Carlyle, Walcot Lake 4 miles 
south of Keysport, C. B. & Q. Reservoir 4 miles northeast of Greenville, 
Hanke Lake at Trenton. 

Calhoun County. Rough and hilly, very picturesque scenery, game con- 
sists of quail, snipe, plover, duck, squirrel, rabbit, few woodcock, pheasants 
searce, an abundance of fur bearing animals. The main fishing waters are: 
Mississippi River, and the Illinois River. Kampsville is the only summer 
fishing resort in the county. 

Greene County. Game consists of quail, squirrel, dove, and rabbits. 
Pheasant and prairie chicken scarce. The main fishing streams of Greene 
County are: Illinois River, Apple Creek, Macoupin Creek, and about 90 
miles of drainage ditches. The ditches afford the best hook and line fishing 
in the county. This county holds forth very little for the hunters. Formerly 
the low lands were excellent duck shooting grounds but in the past five years 
all these low lands have been drained. 

Jersey County. Game consists of rabbit, quail, dove, squirrel and duck. 
Pheasant and prairie chicken very scarce. Fur bearing animals plentiful. 
The principal fishing waters are: The Jllinois River, Round Lake, Deep Lake, 
Otter Creek, Macoupin Creek, and numerous drainage ditches. 

Macoupin County. Game consists of quail, squirrel, prairie chicken, 
snipe, plover, dove, pheasant, duck, rabbit, and woodcock. The principal 
fishing streams are: Macoupin and Hodges Creeks, Chautauqua Lake. Bea- 
ver Dam Lake is an excellent place for pole and line fishing and good accom- 
modations. 

Madison County. Game scarce in western third of this county. Plenti- 
ful in eastern two-thirds consisting of duck, geese, snipe, plover, brant, coot, 
rail, quail, dove, few pheasants, and prairie chicken plentiful in four of the 
northeastern townships. The principal fishing waters are: Mississippi River, 
Silver Creek, Horseshoe Lake, Long Lake, Chouteau Slough, Smith’s Lake, - 
McDonal Lake, Cahokia Creek, Grassy Lake, Little’s Lake, Elem Slough, 
Hohen’s Lake, Readers Lake, Marine Reservoir, Schoots Pond, and numerous 
other bodies of water. 

Montgomery County. Game consists of prairie chicken, snipe, plover, 
dove, pheasants, duck, rabbit, woodcock, and squirrel. The principal fishing 
waters are: Three Forks of Shoal Creek, Lake Litchfield, Funk’s Lake, be- 
sides several other places. 

Monroe County. Game consists of squirrel, dove, quail, rabbit, snipe, 
plover, duck, geese, and other water fowl, and a few wild turkey. No pheas- 
ants or prairie chickens. Fur bearing animals are plentiful. Principal fish- 
ing waters are: Mississippi River. There are numerous lakes and sloughs 
and some excellent lakes owned by different clubs. Very good duck shooting 
in this county. The best duck shooting is probably near the Cotton Beit 
Railroad and is accessible from Fountain, Maeys and Valmeyer. 

Perry County. Game found in this county consists of dove, snipe, plover, 
duck, squirrel, rabbit, quail, and a few prairie chicken. This county is very 
level containing only a few large streams which will afford fishing other than 
with hook and line. The main fishing waters are: Beaucoup Creek, Little 
Muddy River, Gallum Creek, also Breese and Harris Lakes. 

Randolph County. Game consists of dove, rabbit, squirrel, quail, snipe, 
plover, duck, and fur bearing animals are plentiful. Few wild turkey. The 
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fishing streams are: Kaskaskia River, Plum Creek, Illinois Central Lake 
at Coulterville, which is an excellent place for pole and line fishing. There 
are also numerous other lakes and sloughs which are formed by back waters 
from the Kaskaskia River. 

St. Clair County. Game consists of duck, geese, snipe, plover, brant, coot, 
rail, quail, dove, squirrel, rabbit, and fur bearing animals. Pheasants and 
prairie chicken very scarce. The principal fishing waters are: The Missis- 
sippi River, Kaskaskia River, Cahokia Creek, Big and Little Silver Creek, 
Lick Creek, Pittsburg Lake, and Fish Lake. In fact this county contains 
hundreds of lakes and sloughs in which fishing is excellent. 

Washington County. Game in this county consists principally of quail, 
dove, snipe, plover, duck, rabbit, squirrel, and fur bearing animals. The 
farmers in this county are pretty well organized to prohibit hunting con- 
sequently this makes hunting very unsatisfactory. The main fishing waters 
ars: Kaskaskia River, Big Muddy, Beaucoup Creek, Lake Caiamus, Big Open, 
Mud Swan, Half Moon,.Horsesnoe, Breese, Grassy Lakes, Jllinois Central 
Reservoir. 

There are a number of hunting and fishing clubs on the Kaskaskia River 
but as they are private permission would have to be obtained from the mem- 
bers to hunt or fish. 

This has been an ideal season for the breeding of all kinds of game. 
Reports throughout this district show a vast increase in all kinds of game. 

Reports show fishing to be excellent, in fact the information from all 
sources throughout this district indicate that it was never better especially 
with pole and line. 

Buffalo, carp, the different varieties of catfish, black bass, striped bass, 
crappie, white perch, ring perch, sunfish, etc., are found in this district. 

During the fiscal year ending July 1, 1916, there has been millions of fish 
transferred from waters on low lands to suitable waters. 

Confiseations of fish for the fiscal year ending July 1, 1916 was 790 
pounds, which were donated to charitable institutions. 

The fur bearing animals in this district consist of red and grey fox, 
otter, skunk, raccoon, opossum, and muskrat. 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. F. Bronx, District Warden. 
Headquarters at East St. Louis. 


REPORT OR SIA eis Gs 


To the Game and Fish Commission: 

T take this occasion to thank my deputies for being at all times 
so ready and willing to cooperate with me to assist the commission in 
carrving out the w ishes of the Governor as well as in the enforcement of 
the law, and notwithstanding the fact that each one of my deputies has 
been compelled to patrol two counties with a limited trav eling expense 
of $15 per month, we have made a record that we are not ashamed of. 

The object in passing the present law was to conserve the game 
and fish, song and insectivorous birds of our country. ‘To properly. pro- 
tect these animals and birds, | would recommend that the next General 
Assembly vote for an appropriation sufficient to place at least one 
deputy warden in each and every county of the State and allow him trav- 
eling expenses enough to properly patrol the county assigned to him. 

The following table or synopsis gives the name and address of each 
deputy warden, the name of the two counties patrolled by him, the num- 
ber of arrests, the number of convictions, the number of confiscations of 
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game and fish and devices, the amount of fines and costs assessed and 
the amount of said fines to be sent to the State Treasurer. 


| a g 
iva] 
ral ley 
Cate é 3 |ss|s8| sg | seas 
ame of deputy ost-oftice ‘ 215120 Sos 
warden. address. peak ree hee aN ab Se Se sa FE no Bo 2 
SHgslgs) of% | ofge 
Selso0o|50| EHO saad 
ZONA AG <q < 
Jee ES ELO Wee anrcae «.< Salem ceaeors shies Marion and Wayne....... Tiley beteiec cn eek Or eu $ 15 00 
JonmG. Baker:,.... EXVQOTr ad Onn... Saline and Hardin........ 9 8 5 190 00 90 00 
Vane Charles....... GreyVille:.,..0: White and Edwards......|....|.... Bhcinisll erm feta atone cif ate Aturohe’ sto? 
Hea Ne abe TON seca Murphysboro .../Jackson and Williamson .| 39 | 32 9 421 65 240 00 
Elmer Casperson... Mound CUGVowe.ths Pulaski and Massac...... 3 2 1 50 00 12 50 
Louie Hogue....... Lick Creek. «..... Union and Alexander..... Lie aa) 4 193 55 115 00 
FF. B. Hudelson..... Wenn e 2... <2. Johnson and Pope........ =} A Mec 27 40 17 50 
Arthur C. Lee...... Lawrenceville ..|Lawrence and Wabash...| 5 3 2 79 80 75 00 
James Payne....... Woodlawn ...... Jefferson and Franklin...| 22 | 18 8 366 40 155 60 
E. E. Rose.......... OUI acs ate we wis Clay and Richland........ 16} 13] 8 183 85 120 00 
H. S. Williams..... Broughton...... Hamilton and Gallatin...| 12 | 9 |....| 311 85 87 50 
MISGEHANMGOUSR acteristics sinters oer freee steer este eee eee eee eens 48 | 37 9 697 95 505 00 
AD CRBD Ue. oles Gencrcnd St ie OES eRCHALT ICE RLS EEA OE APE ORME RE tc a ee Be ORE 169 1136 | 46 |$2,539 25 | $1,433 10 
eee 


In the above table the 48 miscellaneous arrests were cases where 
myself or two or more of the deputies assisted in the arrests and prose- 
cutions. The above table shows the activities of the eleven deputy war- 
dens who have patrolled the above named twenty-two counties of South- 
ern Illinois, which compose Game District Number Six, from July 1, 
Popsetosd uly de L916: 

Following is an inventory of State property now in my charge in 
District No. 6: 

One Monarch typewriter at Carbondale, $75; 1 gasoline launch at Mound 
City, $200; 1 motor boat at Murphysboro, $50; 1 motor boat at Lawrenceville, 
$50; 1 row buat at Ware, $20; 1 binder for daily report files, records, books, 
ete., at Carbondale, $10; total, $405. 

District No. 6 extends to the extreme southern point of the State 
and is bounded on the north by the counties of Crawford, Jasper, Effing- 
ham, Fayette and Perry; on the west by Fayette, Clinton, Washington, 
Perry and the Mississippi River; on the south and east by the Missis- 
sippi, Ohio and Wabash Rivers. These rivers form one continuous 
boundary line to this district from the northwestern part of Jackson 
County on the west to the extreme northeastern point of Lawrence County 
on the east, forming a line for navigation of over 200 miles. These 
rivers furnish employment for many fishermen by whom thousands upon 
thousands of pounds of white perch, carp, catfish and buffalo are 
caught and put upon the markets annually. Musseling is also carried 
on very extensively in the Ohio and Wabash Rivers. More white perch, 
carp, buffalo and catfish are caught in the Mississippi and Big Muddy 
Rivers and shipped from Grand Tower than from any other point in this 
district. Cairo is the largest city in the district and is also one of the 
largest cities in the State, south of Springfield. Cairo is situated in the 
extreme southern part of the State and occupies almost the entire space 
between the two levees of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers for several 
miles north of the confiuence of these great streams. 
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Boat landing near club house on Big Grassy Lake, Union County. 


Black bass caught at Big Lake near Shawneetown. 
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In regard to the wild life, game animals and birds, would say there 
seems to be quite an increase in quails and rabbits, but under the present 
law of Lihnois with an open season of six months, squirrels are rapidly 
wee and by the time the season closes, February 1, 1917, there will 
be but very few of the little fuzzy tails left in this Sieve for breeders. 
There is no doubt whatever but what the squirrel in this State is much 
more scarce than the dove, quail or prairie chicken and as it breeds very 
slowly compared with the prairie chicken or quail, I can see no reason 
why it should not have at least the same protection as the quail. Rab- 
bits under the present law have increased but the next General Assembly 
should shorten the open season at least two months by making the open 
season begin October 1 and close December 31. Rabbits are poor and 
not really fit to eat in September and they begin breeding in January, 
and for these two reasons I would recommend that the closed season on 
rabbits be from January 1 to October 1 of each year. 

The farmers could and should assist the game wardens in protect- 
ing the song and insectivorous birds by killing cats and keeping their 
dogs from running at large during the breeding season of these birds. 
Not only the quail, clove and prairie chicken, but several species of our 
song and insectivorous birds, nest on the ground or so low down on trees 
and fences that their eggs are easily broken by the dogs or their young 

eaten by cats. Cats, in my opinion, are not only a public nuisance, but 
cne of the worst enemies that the young feather ed tribes have to contend 
with. One house-wren, catbird, or robin, is worth more to a farmer 
in destroying the pests and parasites of his field and garden than a 
dozen cats. Dogs running at large in towns and cities are also a public 
nuisance and farmers who are interested in protecting their best friends, 
which are the birds, should not allow their dogs to run at large, especially 
bird-dogs and hounds, during the spring and summer months, which is 
the main breeding months of our game, song and insectivorous birds. I 
do not hesitate to say that thousands of egos and young birds are de- 
stroyed annually by the cat and canine families. 

Respectfully submitted, 

) MR. Fakes, District Warden. 
Headquarters at Carbondale. | 
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APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES FROM JULY 1, 1915, TO JULY 1, 1916. 


Purpose. | Appropriated, Expended. | Balance. 
Salaries and temporarynelprncvetesaeoeeemate she eeeke $19, 780 00 $18,637 99 $1,142 O1 
SUDDITESA aoa tee ee hee HY Area ia treat oer 4,075 00 3,573 09 501 91 
POSUA BOS Ae cee re cles ole teree oteiethee eae ete ne Rian stiotds 1,500 00 1,478 50 21 50 
SU Ckevolar minh are ly Qn ANMNAe Bes oo An ago combos n asclacew onAowc 8,000 00 7,299 94 700 06 
E\QULPIIOMb fete eho ee eee tee woke re eS ee a tainiae ne re 7,975 00 5, 204 60 2,770 40 
BishfOr Dreedin eyes. cee ne eee ee eee 500 00 471 70 28 30 
FUL SH Cait Spee css sean aha ig Diced eA Ce ee 17,000 00 16,996 68 3 02 
MMaterig ave nec tacit te ccc cere ie nee Cat Ree aeteeets are REE 550 00 373 59 176 41 
TrdVeline CXDCHSESs 6 ites Mumitren tie tole oe See 30,000 00 28,631 65 1,368 35 
Contract and OPeCH OLGer ewes fas Or tee ee eer 10,300 00 8,593 02 1,706 98 
GAMC PIOSCLvVier ek cc t sales Swe en nats Se aes ce Salmons 5,100 00 62 45 5 Oat oo 
COMGIDE CMU ea ee haces ete eS Cc ne te eee 2,006 00 1,695 91 304 09 
HXtra/Geputys warGdensas sa nacs ce oehe ese een ele ete tarts 15,000 00 14,986 55 13 45 
Regular deputy wardens. acne cere eco ice ee cienie ee 93,600 00 92,443 67 1,156 33 
DISthiCG Wardens Bisco alee eet ee iste eee ene 10,500 00 10,500) 00 Ge eet 
TPOtGal se reser e Ao ae ee eee he Ae On EO eee $225,880 00 | $210,949 64 | $14, 930 36 
SUMMARY OF PROPERTY VALUES. 

Springheld cfccisssredhederbeisepes toss sees peaks bet ese eee $ 4,000 00 
Misheries: BUPA. «isms gaw eye rats ee sae a ee ee ae 36,292 35 
Hifst PDiIStPiety dew co hes orscs chet ogee hole ae te ieee eee ae een 4,407 65 
Seeond -DIStrict *: 4.04.5 Gens tes Wea eee Gwe cen ie 963 59 
THird District)... 5. nacelle ae pee tee Se hin ci aie eee Fey come ee 5,834 50 
H'durth. -DISTFICE n.2co ee wee eee ee ee ae oe 2 in eee 530 61 
Mitths. DistFiet= ¢ 24 S406 ise wale Hoe poe es Ole ee hee ie ee 1,514 60 
SURth DistPiet: 22; de Dew < cod ee choke ah gee Oe oe ee ee ots cle 405 00 
$53,947 10 


J. F. McInerney, Chief Clerk. 
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